
The Catholic Church has begun the Synod on Synodality. It is a very important and decisive event
in the life and history of the Church. “Synodality” means journeying or walking together as one

united Body of Christ. The Synod is a two-year long process of listening to people at all levels and
conversing (dialoguing) with them in and outside the Church. It was solemnly opened in Rome by
the Holy Father last 9 and 10 October. Every diocese and local church all over the world, including

the Archdiocese of Kota Kinabalu, has also begun to take part in the process since 17 October 2021.
The Synod will conclude in Rome in 2023.

 
In the same spirit and goal of the Synod, to strengthen the Church as a community journeying

together by first learning to listen and dialogue especially with lesser members, we have decided
to celebrate this year’s Christmas with the theme “Listen, Learn, and Share: A Child is Born for Us” 

 
The Word of God took flesh and Jesus Christ was born a child for us over 2,000 years ago. The Son
of God grew up under the authority of his parents Joseph and Mary and increased in wisdom, in
stature, and in favour with God and men (Lk 2:51). It was by listening and talking with His parents
and later with others that Jesus began to learn.  At about 30 years old, he started to proclaim the

Good News of the Kingdom of God, going about listening, talking, preaching, healing, and
eventually gave his life for us all. He truly knew and practised what He himself said, “Unless you

change and become like little children (and start listening again), you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven” (Mt 18:3). He listened to his Father in heaven; He listened to his parents on

earth; he listened to the lowliest: the poor, women, sinners, lepers, criminals, pagans and
foreigners. He learned from all and shared all He learned with all. He would certainly want His

Church to be like Him by first learning to listen and then to share with all.  
 

God is in every storm, and he is in the mighty storm of the present Pandemic when circumstances
have forced us but have also given precious opportunities to us to have to listen more willingly to

others beginning with those who are closest to us in the family and then to those outside too.
Synodality in the family, the domestic Church, is more important than great synods, for homes

and families that journey together by listening, like the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, are
the living stones by which the Church of synodality is built. 

 
Let us rejoice to receive Jesus, the Child born for us to teach us the way of listening, learning, and

sharing. Let’s follow the Child more closely in these two years of the Synod on Synodality. 
 

Blessed Christmas!
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