
NEWS AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Standard Operating Procedures  

to attend Mass at St Simon Catholic Church 

Likas (SOP) 

 Parishioner must be a Malaysian  

 citizen or a Malaysian Permanent   

 Resident. 

 Parishioner must be age above 12 and 

below 70 years old. 

 Parishioner is not under quarantine, under 

investigation or under  

 surveillance for Covid-19. 

 Parishioner with health problems such as 

diabetes, cancer and the like are not  

 encouraged to attend. 

 Face masks must be worn at all times. 

 Social distancing of 1 meter apart must be 

maintained at all times. 

 To arrive early for compulsory health 

screening. 

Daily Mass   Monday    to    Friday      at   

6.30 pm.     Parishioners  are required to 

comply with the SOP when attending the 

Daily Mass.   

Statement of Fund-Raising status  

collected through St Simon Catholic Church 

Likas as of  15 August 2020 

Catholic Centre: 

Bazaar 4 Feb 2018:              RM  151,760.30  

Personal Donation:              RM1,343,397.39 

3rd Collection:  

Oct 2018 to Nov 2019:       RM   110,775.70 

Total RM1,605,933.39 

St James Primary School:   

As of  15 August 2020:       RM1,340,900.00 

Shan Tao High School:   

As of  15 August 2020:        RM    34,230.00 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Follow this link to register:  

https://bit.ly/

StSimonSundayMorningMass  

(For    those    who   have registered and  

confirmed  to  attend the Sunday Mass,  

remember to read the SOP guidelines). 

Things to note on the Sunday Mass  

attendance: 

 Google Form Registration 

 Check e-mail for confirmation after   

 registering. 

 The less tech-savvy can seek assistance 

from friends/relatives or the parish of-

fice. 

 The Google Form registration is non- 

 transferable. 

 Read the SOP 

 https://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com/  

 Instructions on “New Normal” for  

 attending  Mass (i.e. within age range, 

 health status,  Malaysian citizen/

 Permanent Resident) 

 Bring your IC 

 Please arrive at least one hour before 

Mass. 

 Gate Opening/Closing 

 Gate to open at 6.45am; to close at 

Live-Broadcast 

Those who are not able to be  

physically present at the Mass can follow 

the live-stream from the parish’s  

YouTube channel.  

http://youtube.com/stsimonzealot/live  

 

Sacraments of baptism, confirmation and 

holy communion for RCIA, 26 August 

2020  Ten catechumens/candidates from 

RCIA will be receiving the sacraments of 

initiation on   26th August 2020 during the 

daily evening mass. We pray for them and 

give thanks to God! 
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  21ST SUNDAY IN OT  – 23 AUGUST 2020 

Entrance Antiphon:   Turn your ear, O Lord, and 

answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my 

God.  Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 

the day long. 

R1:   Isaiah 22: 19-23              

R2:    Romans 11: 33-36              

Res Psalm:  Your love, O Lord, is eternal, discard not 

the work of your hands.   

Gospel:  Matthew 16: 13-20        

Communion Antiphon:  The earth is replete with the  

fruits of your work, O Lord; you bring forth bread 

from the earth and wine to cheer the heart. 

  

 

 

R1:    Jeremiah 20: 7-9              

Res Psalm:  For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord my 

God.                 

R2:    Romans 12: 1-2              

Gospel:    Matthew 16: 21-27       

Thank you for your generosity and May God bless you! 

22ND  SUNDAY IN OT -  30 AUGUST 2020 

 Watch our Sunday Live-stream at 

 http://youtube.com/stsimonzealot/live  

 Or check our website  

https://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com DONATIONS 

9 August 2020 

19th Sunday in OT 

Black 

Red 

RM1,622 

RM1,570 

  

14 July 2020 
Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 

Black 

Red 

RM1,263 

RM1,302 

  

16 Aug 2020 

20th Sunday in OT 

Black 

Red 

RM1,205 

RM1,071 

  

Saints & Feast Days  

23 Aug Saint Rose of Lima, virgin 

24 Aug Saint Bartholomew the Apostle 

25 Aug Saint Louis 
Saint Joseph of Calasanz, priest 

27 Aug Saint Monica 

28 Aug Saint Augustine of Hippo, bishop & doctor 
of the Church 

29 Aug The Beheading of Saint John the Baptist, 

martyr 

30 Aug Saint Rose of Lima 

3 Sept Saint Gregory the Great, Pope & Doctor 

4 Sept Blessed Dina Belanger 

8 Sept Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

9 Sept Saint Peter Claver, priest 

12 Sept Holy Name of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

https://bit.ly/StSimonSundayMorningMass
https://bit.ly/StSimonSundayMorningMass


Today’s readings brought me back to the 

year 2000. The Year of Jubilee 2000 

(Known as the Millennium Year). For the 

first time in the history of the Holy Years, 

the Pope had personally opened all 4 Doors 

of the Roman Basilicas. As one entered the 

paradise   of  faith, all knelt, prayed and 

meditated on the wonders of   the church.    

There   was a true sense of wonder, that 

questioned the origin of St Peter’s Basilica 

(The largest church in the world).  

 

A great history  and   mystery   of faith, of 

which I discovered in the later years of my 

journey, as I personally didn’t know who St 

Peter truly was when I arrived at his tomb. 

The    only   thing   known  to me, it was 

famously named after him, the St Peter’s 

Basilica in Vatican City and that’s where he 

was buried. 

 

Unknowingly   what  stood   before  me, St 

Peter’s Basilica was the actual fulfilment of 

God’s word. In the words of St Matthew, 

“You are Peter and on this Rock, I will 

build my  Church.    And   the    gates  of 
the underworld can never hold against it. I 

will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven; whatever you bind on earth shall 
be considered loosed in heaven. (Matt 

16:18-19)”   By  reading    this verse 

alone, we would assume that St Peter (the 

great)    must’ve    been   someone highly 

intelligent with great personality. 

 

Since then, it became a pressing question, 

who is this Peter the Rock? How and why 

was he chosen? Peter like anyone of us 

was an ordinary man. He was initially 

known   as   Simon,  Son    of Jonah an 

uneducated    Jewish   fisherman  from 

Capernaum, the appointed leader of the 12 

disciples of Christ and died at  64CE  

(crucified upside  down).   His popularised   

character was     known to be talkative, a 

fighter,   harsh,   bad    tempered    and 

impulsive.    He had once doubted and 

rejected Christ three times. He definitely 

didn’t sound like a true disciple of Christ.     

 

Peter’s  response to Jesus to follow Him, 

remains   a mystery by itself. There was 

nothing   glamourous   about being the 

follower of Christ. Had he known that he 

would be the successor of Christ as the 

first Pope? Had he    known   there would 

be 1.2 billion Catholics in the world today 

because of their evangelisation works? 

Definitely  not!     Simon  Peter  -   the 

uneducated fisherman, couldn’t even grasp 

what was happening on the night Jesus 

was captured, why He needed to die? And 

 St Peter the Rock (Cephas) just like anyone of us.. 
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God’s word. In the words of St Matthew, 

“You are Peter and on this Rock, I will 

build my  Church.    And   the    gates  of 
the underworld can never hold against it. I 

will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven; whatever you bind on earth shall 
be considered loosed in heaven. (Matt 

16:18-19)”   By  reading    this verse 

alone, we would assume that St Peter (the 

great)    must’ve    been   someone highly 

intelligent with great personality. 

 

Since then, it became a pressing question, 

who is this Peter the Rock? How and why 

was he chosen? Peter like anyone of us 

was an ordinary man. He was initially 

known   as   Simon,  Son    of Jonah an 

uneducated    Jewish   fisherman  from 

Capernaum, the appointed leader of the 12 

disciples of Christ and died at  64CE  

(crucified upside  down).   His popularised   

character was     known to be talkative, a 

fighter,   harsh,   bad    tempered    and 

impulsive.    He had once doubted and 

rejected Christ three times. He definitely 

didn’t sound like a true disciple of Christ.     

 

Peter’s  response to Jesus to follow Him, 

remains   a mystery by itself. There was 

nothing   glamourous   about being the 

follower of Christ. Had he known that he 

would be the successor of Christ as the 

first Pope? Had he    known   there would 

be 1.2 billion Catholics in the world today 

because of their evangelisation works? 

Definitely  not!     Simon  Peter  -   the 

uneducated fisherman, couldn’t even grasp 

what was happening on the night Jesus 

was captured, why He needed to die? And 

neither did he understand completely the  

 

day Jesus wasn’t found in the tomb? 

Where did Jesus go after He left the tomb? 

Peter   was   just as lost as the rest of the 

disciples. Peter knew it definitely wasn’t 

because of fame or any riches that they 

could attain, for the journey of discipleship 

was  tough,    mind blowing, risky and 

dangerous to the point of death.  

 

Jesus recognised and knew Peter’s heart, 

his    heart  to    remain faithful to Him 

despite the earlier struggles he underwent, 

which   was  the necessary process of faith

-building. St Peter’s life is a true depiction 

of the Little St Peter in all of us. We yearn 

for a discipleship relationship and yet 

doubt,   stumble,   lose  our    way, feel 

unworthy   and often disappointed. But 

Peter’s response kept him faithful, from 

denouncing to reconciling with Jesus again 

(3 times).     In    the   same    likeness, 

Jesus knows our heart, capabilities and 

limitations. This discipleship with Jesus is 

a   life-long   journey of reconciliation to 

re-commit, re-assure and re-direct us. The 

constant assurance is that we are never lost 

with Christ but rather we are strengthened 

by His graces when we seek Him.    

  

The highlight of God’s word, is that the 

coming   of St Peter was foretold by 

Prophet Isaiah. He said that one day, the 

Lord will, “place the key of the House of 
David on his shoulder; should he open, no 

one shall close, should he close, no one 

shall open. I drive him  like  a peg into a 
firm   place;  he will become a throne of 

glory  for his father’s house. (Isaiah 22:22

-23)”. Don’t these words resonate the 
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words of St Matthew? God already had 

someone in mind then, and he was to be 

called The Rock.   

 

As   I re-visit the old pictures taken of St 

Peter’s   Basilica, I see the vision and 

mission   of God depicted through the 

Holy  Doors, every sacramentals and 

pillars of the church becomes real and 

tangible. It echoes the strength, struggles 

and faithfulness of St Peter in bringing 

the  TRUTH that brought life to our 

Catholic Church today. It’s so evident     

how   this    mystery   is written and 

wrapped   around   the   structure and 

magnificence   of St Peter’s Basilica.  

 

St Peter the Rock has set the tone of our 

faith, demanding, passionate, unending 

and firm. And in the face of the present 

pandemic today, perhaps, we are all 

called to be a St Peter. 

 

In the words of St Paul, how rich are the 

depths of God - how deep his wisdom 

and knowledge   —   and how impossible 

to penetrate his motives or understand 

his methods! Who could ever know the 

mind of the Lord? (Romans 11:33-34).  

All    that  has happened   had   been 

foretold from the beginning and today we 

are enjoying the fruits of the faith of our 

forefathers. So, even if we do not see the 

traces of God’s hands, trust His heart and 

His word.  

The    heart   of God who is ever merciful 

and  loving.   For His plans for us are 

always good.   


