
     

FUND-RAISING  FOR  THE NEW    

CATHOLIC CENTRE   

There will be three main  activities:  

* food fair/bazaar    *a  monthly   third 

collection    and      *individuals  to  be 

approached   for   personal    donation. 

Detailed information especially on c) will 

be given in due time. 

Bazaar Coupons are on sale now!!  

Bazaar will be on  4th   February 2018 at 

St Simon Church Parish Hall from 

10.00am   to 3.00pm.  Activities at the 

Bazaar:    Delicious   food,    &    drinks,         

home-made      juices, live entertainment, 

fun games, mini markets and   etc.   Your    

help    and   support  towards the success  

of    this    bazaar    will    be     greatly 

appreciated. 

NEWS AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Congratulations to our Rector, Rev. 

Fr  Cosmas     Lee       on    your  41st 

Sacerdotal     Anniversary  on     27th 

December. 

Thank you for  being our shepherd and 

May  God bless you in your priestly 

ministry. 

ANNUAL PRIESTLY VOCATION  

SEMINAR  will   be    held at    Bundu 

Tuhan   Retreat   Centre  from 19 to 21 

January 2018. All young men who have 

completed their SPM and  wish  to discern 

if  they are called   to  be   priests  are   

invited   to  attend.     Registration   closes   

on   31  December 2017; registration forms 

are available at the parish office. 

 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULES 

24 December 2017 (Sunday) 

* 4th Sunday of Advent at 8.30am (no 5pm Mass) 

* Christmas Vigil at 7.30pm  

 

25 December 2017 (Monday) 

* Christmas Day at 8.30am (no 5 pm Mass) 

 

31 December 2017 (Sunday) 

* Feast of the Holy Family at 8.30am (no 5pm Mass) 

*The Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God  at 7.30pm 

 

1 January 2018 (Monday) 

 (No Mass)  
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Office 

Hours 

Mon-Fri: 9am-1pm; 2pm-5pm 
Sat: 9am-1pm 

Rector Rev Cosmas Lee 

Sunday  

Services 

Masses (Eng) - 8.30am & 5pm; 
Rosary: 4.15pm; Confession: 8.15am 

& 4.45pm 

Weekday 

Services 

(Chapel) 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 6.30pm 
Thurs: Holy Hour - 7.30pm,  

followed by Mass at 8.30pm 

Weekly  

Intercessory  

Prayers 

Every Tuesday after the weekday 
Mass 

Chapel opens 7am-9pm 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  - 24 DECEMBER 

R1: 2 Sam: 7:1-5,8-12,14,16 R2: Rom: 6:25-27 

Gospel: Lk: 1:26-38 

Resp. Psalm:   I will sing for ever of your love,  

O Lord. 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL - 24 DECEMBER 

R1: Is: 62:1-5 R2: Ac: 13:16-17,22-25 

Gospel: Mt: 1:1-25 

Resp. Psalm:  I will sing for ever of your love,  

O Lord 

CHRISTMAS DAY - 25 DECEMBER 

R1: Is: 52:7-10 R2: Hebr: 1:1-6 

Gospel: Jn: 1:1-18 

Resp. Psalm:   

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of 

our God 

FEAST OF HOLY FAMILY - 31 DECEMBER 

R1: Gen: 15:1-6,21:1-3  

R2: Hebr: 11:8,11-12,17-19 

Gospel: Lk: 2:22-40 

Resp. Psalm:   

He,   the   Lord,   is our God.  He   remembers his 

covenant forever. 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY  

MOTHER OF GOD - 31 DECEMBER 

R1: Num: 6:22-27  R2: Gal: 4:4-7 

Gospel: Lk: 2:16-21 

Resp. Psalm:  O God, be gracious and bless us 

Saints & Feast Days 

25 Dec Nativity of the Lord 

26 Dec Saint Stephen, the first martyr 

27 Dec Saint John the Apostle &  

Evangelist 

28 Dec Holy Innocents, martyrs 

29 Dec Saint Thomas Becket, bishop  & 

martyr 

30 Dec Octave of Christmas 

31 Dec Saint Sylvester I, Pope, Holy 

Family 

1 Jan Mary Mother of God 

2 Jan Saint Basil, bishop & doctor 

Saint Gregory, bishop & doctor 

Thank you for your generosity and May God bless you! 

Donations 

10th Dec 
(2nd Sunday of Advent) 

Black Bag  RM6,084.85 

 Red Bag  RM5,012.35 

17th Dec 
(3rd Sunday of Advent) 

Black Bag  RM5,904.30 

 Red Bag  RM4,860.61 



The original,   religious,   and Christian 

celebration     of    the   Mystery     of    the 

Incarnation, that    Saving Event of God 

coming to  earth  in  human form, is more 

and    more  under threat.   Apart from the 

secularization,       commercialization,      

hedonization, indeed the illegalization of 

“Christmas”,   the    erosion must have 

somehow got started within our own hearts  

as     “Christians”.    Indeed,    the     vast 

majority of those clamoring to illegalize 

“Merry      Christmas” were previously 

Christians just less than a generation or two 

ago!  
 

Discounting that we do prepare ourselves in 

some   way in Advent, yet often, once 

Christmas    begins and we start celebrating 

– the new dress, the presents, the Xmas 

meal, the décor, the party – we can get quite 

pagan, if, instead of directing our celebration 

and helping others to see the wonderous 

Mystery   of     Christmas, we draw their 

attention to ourselves. See how pretty I am 

in   my   new dress! Have you not been 

impressed by the expensive present from 

me? Try the turkey I’ve cooked! Look at 

my Xmas tree (with no Baby Jesus)! Join 

in the merriest   party   I   have organized 

(where everyone is a Mr. or Mrs. Claus)!  

 

Unlike the    Angels   singing Gloria in 

excelsis Deo  (Glory   to  God  in   the  

Highest)  at    Bethlehem,   we sing the 

horrifying hymn in praise of ourselves, 

infinitely   reducing the utter awe and 

wonder of God’s Gift of Himself   to  us  

wrapped   in   our own humanity:     “For   

us   men and for our salvation, he came 

down from heaven, and by the Holy  Spirit  

he  was incarnate of the Virgin Mary and 

became man.” (Nicene Creed) 

 

Before we get more pagan and getting 

deeper   into   that spirit of the “Happy 

Holiday” only, it is sobering to go back to 

the Third Sunday in Advent,  Laetare   

Sunday,    popularly but mistakenly called 

“Pink Sunday”, the color of shocking and 

pure joy,   when     it should be “Rose 

Sunday” for rose retains a clear shade of 

purple,    the   color  of  repentance and 

hope. There is     a   need   to   return  to  

the  wilderness   near Bethany, to hear the 

cry and witness of the cousin of Jesus on 

what Christmas should rightly be about, 

not   just   on the 25 December, but for 

always. (The Gospel  Reading  is    from    

Jn 1:6-8, 19-28).  

 

John  the  Baptist  does not just urge the 

people to prepare for the appearance of 

someone   greater  than  he,   but for the 

CHRISTMAS: GOD’S GIFT OF HIMSELF TO US IN THE 

FLESH,  NOTHING LESS 

Please use the Parish Webpage  http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com to see latest bulletin for information on Services Schedule etc. 

coming of the true Light of God’s utter love, 

the Coming of God himself in the flesh, the 

coming of the “one who saves”, Jesus 

Christ.   The Baptist is not the Light, not 

Elijah, not the prophet, but merely a voice 

that cries in the wilderness to make a   

straight way for   the   Light.    His  concern   

is that the  sensation   he   has   created  

drawing monstrous  crowds   from   all   

Judaea and Jerusalem   and disconcerting    

even    the     religious authorities,  should 

not be on or about himself,   the  fellow   

dressed      in camel-skin, eating locusts and 

wild     honey, and crying loudly   in the 

wilderness. He is   not   the  sensation,   but 

that the attention should  be  on t  he one 

who is already present  among     them  and     

yet has remained unknown  to  them, but 

must be known, for  He alone,    the  true 

Light, still hidden, only matters. 

 

Historically God has come in Christ Jesus  

our  Lord  and  Saviour. His presence  till  

the  end of the ages is believed. “He will 

come again to judge the living and the dead” 

is professed. Is His presence among us still 

unknown to us even at Christmas, as  we  

celebrate  gayly  following   an age-old cus-

tom every year? But shouldn’t each day be 

Christmas if we are daily warmed   by  the  

presence  of    God’s intimate and personal 

love   of  Jesus   the God-Man, and  

strengthened  to face the many realities of 

this cruel world?  The Light has   come.    

Instead   of    drawing attention to ourselves 

as the reason for Xmas, we can be a little 

more like the Baptist  for whom  the  Light 

alone matters, for every day and season.    

We are not fit to undo His sandal strap, let 

CHRISTMAS: GOD’S GIFT OF HIMSELF TO US IN THE 

FLESH,  NOTHING LESS 

alone be the reason for the season.  

 

Let’s  just get on buying the new dress, 

giving    and receiving nice presents, 

turning on the blinking lights of the 

Christmas tree, cooking the turkey, 

throwing     a  party,   but let’s also be 

saying more each year to those around 

us: It’s Christmas bah!        

Please use the Parish Webpage  http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com to see latest bulletin for information on Services Schedule etc. 

NEWS AND FORTHCOMING 

EVENTS 

RCHBISHOP’S CHRISTMAS 

OPEN HOUSE   Archbishop  John  

Wong will be having  an open  house at 

the Sacred Heart Parish Centre on 25th 

December from 2.30pm to 5.00pm. 
 

HOLY HOUR followed by MASS 

resume on Thursday, 4th January 2018 

at 7.30pm. 

SUNDAY FAITH FORMATION FOR 

CHILDREN (SUNDAY SCHOOL) 2018 

Classes  will resume on 07th January 2018 

and current students are advised to proceed 

to their respective classroom.   Information 

will be displayed on the notice board out-

side the parish office on 31st December 

2017. 

 

For new students for 2018, registration 

will begin on 07th January 2018 outside the 

parish office after the 8:30am mass.     Last 

day of registration for new students for 

2018  is   on 01st April 2018.  Thereafter, 

registration will be closed   until the next 

registration for 2019. Registration forms 

for new students from age 7 years    to   15   

years, who are residing within St.  Simon  

Likas   parish  boundary,  can be obtained 

from the parish office during office hours.  


