
     

FUND-RAISING  FOR  THE NEW    

CATHOLIC    DIOCESAN CENTRE   

There will be three main  activities:  

a) food fair/bazaar,  

b) a monthly third collection and,  

c) individuals   to  be   approached    

for personal    donation.   Detailed  

 information especially on c) will be 

 given in due time. 

 

Bazaar Coupons are on sale now!!  

 

Date of Bazaar:   4th February 2018 

Venue:   St Simon Church  

 Parish Hall 

Time:     10.00am to 3.00pm 

 

Activities at the Bazaar:    Delicious   food,    

&    drinks,         home-made      juices, live  

entertainment, fun games, mini markets 

and etc.   

Your    help    and   support  towards the  

success of  this bazaar  will be  greatly  

appreciated. 
  

“Charity is the sweet and holy bond which links 

the soul with its Creator: it binds God with man 

and man with God.”  – St. Catherine of Siena 

NEWS AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

ARCHBISHOP’S CHRISTMAS OPEN 

HOUSE   Archbishop John Wong will be 

having an open  house at the Sacred Heart 

Parish Centre on 25th December from 

2.30pm to 5.00pm 

 

ANNUAL PRIESTLY VOCATION  

SEMINAR  will   be held at Bundu Tuhan 

Retreat Centre from 19 to 21 January 2018. 

All young men who have completed their 

SPM and  wish  to discern if they are 

called   to  be  priests  are   invited   to  

attend.     Registration   closes   on   31  

December 2017; registration forms are 

available at the parish office. 

 

RECOLLECTION FOR CAROLLERS 

& TAMAN LEADERS   

All Carollers and Taman Leaders involved 

in   carolling,    please  come   for   the 

recollection on Saturday, 16 December 

2017,   2pm-4pm in the Parish Hall. 

 

THE COMMISSIONING OF THE 2017 

CAROLLING MEMBERS                   

All Carollers and Taman Leaders please 

come together to attend the 5pm Mass on 

Sunday, 17 December 2017. 

 ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULES 

 
10 December 2017: 8.30am & 5pm  - 2nd Sunday of Advent Mass 

12 December 2017: 7.30pm - Penitential Service and Confession 

    Daily mass will begin at 6.45pm on that  

    day 

16 December 2017 2pm-4pm - Recollection for Carollers & Taman  

    Leaders 

17 December 2017: 8.30am & 5pm - 3rd Sunday of Advent Mass 

 5.00pm - Commissioning of Christmas Carolers 

18-22 December 2017: 7.30pm - Home Carolling begins 

24 December 2017: 8.30am - 4th Sunday of Advent (no 5pm mass) 

 7.30pm - Christmas Vigil Mass  

25 December 2017: 8.30am - Christmas Day Mass  

31 December 2017: 8.30am - Feast of the Holy Family (no 5pm mass) 
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Office 

Hours 

Mon-Fri: 9am-1pm; 2pm-5pm 
Sat: 9am-1pm 

Rector Rev Cosmas Lee 

Sunday  

Services 

Masses (Eng) - 8.30am & 5pm; 
Rosary: 4.15pm; Confession: 8.15am 

& 4.45pm 

Weekday 

Services 

(Chapel) 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 6.30pm 
Thurs: Holy Hour - 7.30pm, fol-

lowed by Mass at 8.30pm 

Weekly  

Intercessory  

Prayers 

Every Tuesday after the weekday 
Mass 

Chapel opens 7am-9pm 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

10 DECEMBER 

Entrance Antiphon: 

O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to 

save the nations, and the Lord will make the 

glory of his voice heard in the joy of your heart. 

R1: Is: 40:1-5,9-11 R2: 2 Pt: 3:8-14 

Gospel: Mk: 1:1-8 

Resp. Psalm:   

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us 

your saving help. 

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

17 DECEMBER 

R1: Is: 61:1-2,10-11 R2: 1 Th: 5:16-24 

Gospel: Jn 1:1:6-8,19-28 

Resp. Psalm:   

My soul rejoices in my God 

Saints & Feast Days 

11 Dec Saint Damasus 1, Pope 

12 Dec Our Lady of Guadalupe 

13 Dec Saint Lucy of Syracuse,  

virgin & martyr 

14 Dec Saint John of the Cross, priest & 

doctor 

21 Dec Saint Peter Canisius, priest & 

doctor 

23 Dec Saint John of Kanty, priest 

25 Dec Nativity of the Lord 

26 Dec Saint Stephen, the first martyr  

Octave of Christmas 

Thank you for your generosity and May God bless you! 

Donations 

26th November Black Bag  RM6,266.65 

 Red Bag  RM5,058.68 

03rd December Black Bag  RM6,987.95 

(1st Advent Sunday) Red Bag  RM5,756.35 



Advent is a special time of each year when the 

Church asks us to prepare ourselves to celebrate the 

coming of Jesus, the incarnate God of love, so as to  

make  our souls ready to receive Jesus in the Holy 

Eucharist, and hence, ready when He comes at the end 

of time. 

 

“Console my people, console them”, says the Lord. 

“Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and cry to her that 

her period of service is ended, that her guilt has been 

atoned for…” (Isaiah 40:1-2).   The Lord consoles us, 

assuring us that He knows of the struggles we go 

through in the wilderness, and He desires to lead us out 

like a shepherd feeding his flock.   Jesus, the Good 

Shepherd desires to gather us, holding us close to his 

heart, and lead us safely home… 

 

How can I make the most of the season of Advent? 
Father John McCloskey (catholicity.com) suggests 

several practical ways in which we can enter into the 

spirit of Advent.    These include:   prayer, fasting, 

giving, and action.  “I pray…but nothing seems to be 

happening!  Sometimes I wonder if God is really 

listening to me…” 

 

2 Peter 3:8-14 

Is God being slow in carrying out his promises?  Not at 

all!  The Lord does not want anyone to be lost, so he 

gives everybody opportunities to repent, renew, change 

for the better, and become a giver of Christ’s love to 

others. 

 
Prayer 

While  we  can   pray for our  own  intentions, this 

Advent,  we could also pray for a friend or family 

member who is going through a difficult time in their 

life.  Or pray for the end of abortion and that a baby 

will be saved.  We could also offer prayers for strong 

and  loving   Christian marriages, especially those 

struggling    through a crisis.     Let us also remember to 

pray for those who have hurt us in any way, asking God 

to bless them.  For in doing so, we will be set free by 

our Saviour Jesus, whom we are imitating.   

 

Father McCloskey recommends that we: 

Pray the Rosary every day and concentrate on the 

Joyful Mysteries.   

While  May   and  October are months when most 

Catholics  try  to   pray the Rosary regularly, December 

is also an excellent time to pray the Rosary.  In my 

childhood days, I used to pray the Rosary when I could 

not sleep at night!  It is only in recent years that I have 

come to love praying the Rosary.  Many amazing 

stories about the miracles   of this most powerful 

weapon have continuously been reported.  Recently, 

I watched a talk given by a priest on the power of 

the   Holy Rosary.     n it he told the story of the 

notorious Ted Bundy – serial rapist and murderer, 

who on the night of his final crime, was physically 

thrown  out  of  the room of his then sleeping, would

-have-been  victim,  while the murder weapon was 

flung out of his hand by an invisible force.   Who  

was   the girl and what was the invisible force?  She 

was a student who had promised her mother that she 

would pray  the Rosary each night, and she had 

fallen asleep with the Rosary in her hand that fateful 

night.  Let us make full use of this simple yet most 

powerful gift  we have been blessed with, and pray 

the Rosary with confidence this Advent. 

Fasting & Action 

Fasting    from   food,  fasting   from using  our 

handphone, fasting from watching television, leisure  

activities,  while spending more time filling our 

minds with inspirational prayer books and movies of 

Saints,   could  also be a wonderful personal and 

family Advent  activity.    Buy  and  read   Pope 

Benedict’s book about the child Jesus, or any of  the  

other    good  Catholic books available, Father 

McCloskey encouraged.   Better still, in light   of   

the    shocking   news of the Australian  Senate  

passing the    bill   for   the    legalisation of gay 

marriage we need to learn, take a stand, and share 

with family and friends,   why   this  is a deadly 

decision.  We could get a copy of the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church or the reader-friendly Youcat, 

and  read  about   the   beauty  and  depth of the 

Sacrament  of    Marriage,   and  the  Church’s   

acceptance of those with homosexual feelings, but 

its declaration that all homosexual relations are 

contrary to the order of creation.   We     need   to 

take action,  and  take     responsibility to better 

understand our faith, and share this faith with those 

around us.   

Mark 1:1-8 

Saint John    the  Baptist   played a  vital role in 

preparing the people to receive Jesus.  What would 

have happened if he had not proclaimed the baptism 

of repentance for the forgiveness of sins?  Would the 

people have been able to respond to Jesus as they 

did, without Saint John the Baptist?  Likewise, in 

order for us to receive Jesus at Christmas, we need 

Advent to help us ask ourselves:  What am I doing 

Sharing this Advent Journey with my Neighbors  
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to prepare a way for God to be born anew in my life?  

Am I willing to leave the wilderness of unforgiveness, 

pride, and sinfulness, and humbly admit that I need 

Jesus in every area of my life?  Can  I   reach out to 

someone who is lost in the wilderness and lead them 

back to Jesus?   

Giving 

Carrying  out corporal works of mercy each week 

during Advent is an excellent means of giving.  Father 

John McCloskey explains that there are many hurting 

people around  us  that  need to feel and receive love.  

He further encourages us to give friends and family the 

best   ‘Christmas gift’:    talking to them about the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation, and bring    them to a 

priest so that they too will be restored to grace.  What 

better Christmas gift is there?  

Why am I afraid to give? 

I can still remember the day it happened.  It was just   

after noon, my mother had just picked my siblings and 

I from school.   We sat waiting in our hot vehicle, 

under  the  shade of a  huge rain tree, for my elder 

sister’s school to be over.  I had asked my mother 

permission to go to the little wooden shop nearby to 

buy some sweets.  Afterward, as I walked away with 

my sweets, a little girl approached me asking if I could 

give her 10 cents.  Seeing her shabby clothing and 

disheveled hair, I did not wait to    hear her  reason for 

asking for the money.  Feeling sorry for her, I reached 

into my pocket and gave her my 20 cents which was 

my next day’s allowance.  When I reached the car, my 

elder sister  had arrived.      Happily,   I related my 

experience about the little girl near the shop to my 

family.    To  my horror, my elder sister exclaimed 

“She is a cheat!   She waits there everyday asking for 

money from students who walk pass, and lies that she 

needs bus fare to go home!”  My sister looked at me 

and accused:  “And you were tricked by her?! How 

much money did you give her?”  “You better learn not 

to be so gullible!” my mother admonishes.  The feeling 

of humiliation and embarrassment in front of my other 

siblings in the close confines of our car left a deep 

impression on my young mind.   

 

And life goes on.  Children grow up, mature, start 

working, get married and leave home.  Soon children 

have children and the tables are turned.     My 4 year 

old has been diligently saving the   RM1    grandma 

gives her each Sunday.    Today she is excited, she has 

ten notes!  “Please give me a red one, Daddy!  I’ll give 

you my ten blue ones!” she says.  Each day, she looks 
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and touches her red RM10 note.  One Sunday, she 

brings her purse containing RM12 by now, to 

Church.  “Today, there will be a third collection,” 

we are informed.  Suddenly my daughter reaches 

for her purse and takes out her RM10.  I panic! 

“Not that one, girl, put in the blue notes!  You can’t 

take it back once you put it in,” I warn.  She is 

adamant.  She puts her prized red note into the 

collection.  I wait for her to cry for it, but she does 

not.  “It’s for the poor children…   remember,   you 

told me?” she whispers in my ear.  I am speechless 

and    nod with  a   knot in  my throat.    And, 

something happens to my heart.  I am set free to 

give again.    

      

Mother Teresa urged: 

“Spread love everywhere you go.  First of all, in 

your own house…let no one ever come to you 

without leaving better and happier.  Be the living 

expression of God’s kindness:  kindness in your 

face, kindness in your eyes, kindness in your 

smile, kindness in your warm greeting.” 
 

What  an  excellent   way to spend each day of 

Advent!   Thank  you, humble Saint Teresa of 

Calcutta.   
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