
   

RCIA REGISTRATION FOR  

2017-2018   
is open for registration   for candidates    seeking 

full initiation  into the Catholic Church.  

 

If we know  anyone  interested   who   is   staying    

within  the  parish      locality,  please   inform 

them to     contact  the parish office or Magdalene  

Chu (016-8313675).  

 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CANTEEN   

on 28th May 2017 and 4th June 2017 as  

school  holidays begin.  Parents please take note. 

NEWS AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Please use the Parish Webpage  (http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com) 
to see latest bulletin for information on Services Schedule etc. 

World Communications Day, 28th May 2017 

“Fear not, for I am with you” (Is 43:5): Communicating Hope and Trust in our Time  

- Pope Francis 

 

Tips for engaging on the digital highway; 

 Be positive and joyful. Offer ‘digital smiles’ and have a sense of humour. Remember that it is 

the ‘joy of the Gospel’ that we are communicating, so, as Pope Francis says: no ‘sourpusses’! 

 Strictly avoid aggression and ‘preachiness’ online; try not to be judgemental  – goodness 

knows, there is enough of this online already! Instead, try Pope Francis’ approach of 

‘tenderness and balm’. 

 Never bear false witness on the internet. 

 Remember ‘Ubi caritas et amor’. Fill the internet with charity and love, always giving rather 

than taking. Continually seek to broaden and reframe discussions and seek to include a sense 

of charity and solidarity with the suffering in the world. 

 Have a broad back when criticisms and insults are made – when possible, gently correct. 

 Pray in the digital world!   Establish  sacred spaces, opportunities for stillness, reflection and 

meditation online. 

 Establish connections, relationships and build communion. Church has always been about 

‘gathering’. In this, it is worth considering an ecumenical presence for the Christian churches 

online.   The internet  tends  to  be  a place of ethical and intellectual relativism, and often of 

aggressive secularism. The scandal of disunity among Christians can be easily exploited and 

exaggerated. Therefore we must seek to share resources so that we can have a powerful Gospel 

witness. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if people started noticing online: ‘See how these Christians 

love one another’. 

 Educate our young to keep themselves safe and to use the internet responsibly. 

 Witness to human dignity at all times online. Seek, as Pope Benedict once said, to ‘give a soul 

to the internet’.  

 Be missionary, be aware that with the help of the internet, a message has the potential to reach 

the ends of the earth in seconds. In this regard, let us foster and call forth charisms in younger 

committed people who understand the power and potential of the net to bear witness. 
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Office 

Hours 

Mon-Fri: 9am-1pm; 2pm-5pm 
Sat: 9am-1pm 

Rector Rev Cosmas Lee 

Sunday  

Services 

Masses (Eng) - 8.30am & 5pm; 
Rosary: 4.15pm; Confession: 8.15am 

& 4.45pm 

Weekday 

Services 

(Chapel) 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 6.30pm 
Thurs: Holy Hour - 7.30pm, fol-

lowed by Mass at 8.30pm 

Weekly  

Intercessory  

Prayers 

Every Tuesday after the weekday 
Mass 

Chapel opens 7am-9pm 

7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER  -  28 MAY 

R1: Ac 1:12-14 R2: 1 Pt 4:13-16 

Gospel: Jn 17:1-11a 

Resp. Psalm:   I am sure I shall see the Lord’s 

goodness in the land of the living.  

PENTECOST SUNDAY  -  04 JUNE 

R1: Ac 2:1-11 R2: 1 Cor 12:3-7, 12:13 

Gospel: Jn 20:19-23 

Resp. Psalm: 

Send forth your Spirit O Lord,  

and renew the face of the earth.    

 THE MOST HOLY TRINITY  -  11 JUNE 

R1: Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9 R2 2 Cor: 13:11-13 

Gospel: Jn 3:16-18 

Resp. Psalm:     

To you glory and praise for evermore. 

Saints & Feast Days 

1 June 2017 Saint Justin, martyr 

2 June 2017 Saints Marcellinus and Peter, 

martyrs 

3 June 2017 Saints Charles Lwanga &  

Companions, martyrs 

4 June 2017 Pentecost 

5 June 2017 Saint Boniface, bishop &  

martyr 

6 June 2017 Saint Norbert, bishop 

8 June 2017 Jesus Christ, the  Eternal High 

Priest 

9 June 2017 Saint Ephrem, deacon & doc-

tor 

11 June 2017 Saint Barnabas the Apostle  

Holy Trinity 

Donations 

14th May Black Bag RM6,120.55 

 

 Red Bag RM4,735.55 

21st May    Black Bag RM6,355.20 

 Red Bag RM4,783.12 

Thank you for your generosity and   

may God bless you! 



“Rejoice  to  the  extent  that you share in the 

sufferings of  Christ,  so  that  when  his  glory 

is revealed you may  also rejoice  exultantly.”     

Many   of    us   try our    best   to  run     away  

from    suffering.     Modernisation    has   

pampered   us   with  sophisticated technology.   

We are constantly on our  phones  and  gadgets  

in  order  to  get immediate  updates.  This   is  

creating   an impatient society, we avoid the 

discomforts of life and run away from life’s 

suffering. 

  

Growing up in a big family did not give me 

and my family ‘comfort’ as the world sees it,  

but  neither  did  it  give  us  ‘suffering’.  I  

remember  always  looking  forward  to  

Christmas, because it was then that we would 

all have new clothes. But that did not mean 

that we suffered throughout the year without 

clothes! It just meant that our clothes were 

hand me downs from the older siblings. We 

may not have had the comforts of the world 

but what we had was more than that, we had 

the comfort of a family founded in prayer, 

faith and love. 

  

As a child, we were not always able to join in 

church camps or  youth outings due to the cost 

involved. However, our youth leaders very 

often managed to get funds to make it possible 

for us to join the rest of the group. Such 

‘suffering’ if you may like to call it, was never 

something that made us suffer. But the joy we 

experienced by the blessing that came from 

others, has made us people, who today do the 

same for others who may be in need. And I 

believe, this is  what  we have all been called 

to do,   to  bless  those  who  are  persecuted, 

neglected, rejected and whom society may turn 

their backs on. 

My parents were not always admired for    

having eleven children. In fact, when I got 

married,   one   of   the   many   advices   I 

received from well wishes were to not 

have so many children and to at least 

‘enjoy’ the first year of marriage with no 

children. I was told that I needed time to 

get to know my spouse and to get used to 

married life before welcoming children 

into our marriage. 

 

Fortunately  for  me, my reason to get 

married was to start a family, and that I 

wanted a child as soon as God found me 

worthy of being a mother. Not too long  

after  my  marriage,  I got pregnant, the 

only people who rejoiced with me, were 

my family members and my uncle who 

has  twelve children. I received many 

comments such as, “Accident ah?”, “Why 

never plan?’,  and “Education not cheap 

you know!” 

 

By  the  grace of our  Lord,   and the  

strong   Catholic upbringing   from my 

parents,   such    comments    did   not  

discourage me nor worry me. I was so 

excited to be a mother. However, when 

my baby was born, she had to undergo an 

operation when she was only a day old, 

the operation and the complications that 

followed  was  something  I had never 

imagined possible in my life. I was asked 

to  get  her  baptised  shortly  after  the 

operation. We were informed that she 

would either die or have brain damage. 

  

During      that    time   of   pain    and  

suffering,    I    underwent   s o  many 

emotions. Sadness, anger, frustration and 

hopelessness. I was angry with God and  

did  not understand how  he could allow  

such  a thing to happen to my baby. 

Though I was at a breaking point, it was 

my family’s continuous prayers, love and 

support which helped me hold on to my 

faith.   One   day  I  listened  to a song 

Suffering  

entitled Sacrifice by Bob Fits. The song is 

about  Abraham’s  obedience  to God by 

willingly offering his only son Isaac to God. 

This song opened my eyes to realise that my 

child did not belong to me. On the contrary, 

she was entrusted to me by God and if His 

plan was for me to only have her in my life 

for a very short while, I had to be obedient 

and not question His plans.  

 

My first experience as a mother was truly 

something very painful. However, now more 

than  20  years  later,   I   realise   that the 

experience has truly taught me so much in 

life;  

I. Suffering allows us to be humbled and 

our souls to be purified. 

II. Nothing on earth belongs to us and it 

is there for a purpose. The purpose is 

truly to glorify the Lord.  

III. Instead of striving for material goods 

and men’s recognition, our focus has 

to be on life’s journey and claiming as 

many  souls  as  possible for God’s 

kingdom  starting  with  our  own  

families.  

We    glorify    the   Lord    on   earth   by 

accomplishing the work that He has given us 

to do. 

I  am from a atheist family but was sent to a  

Catholic school in order to be    proficient in 

English.    By   the   time   I  was  in    the 

secondary school, the Charismatic movement 

has    begun in  Sabah. I   became involved 

and wanted to get  baptised but  my parents 

did not   approve   of  it.    After that, my 

spiritual life sort of took a backseat.  Time 

went past so quickly and I didn't seem to 

have time for God.  When I next heard Jesus 

call me " loud and clear" was through my 

father in law,  Mr Francis Lee.   I am so 

thankful that our Lord is ever so patient 

with us.  However, it took me another 

10 years to  respond (not   knowing   

how   much  I was hurting  Him  by  

ignoring Him).  Eventually, when my 

children  were  in SRS Simon Fung 

Primary  School, I enrolled them in 

Sunday school and I attended RCIA 

class too.  My children went through 

their baptism and  confirmation 

smoothly but I met with      another 

hindrance. Soon after, I joined a  ladies' 

bible study group from the Baptist 

Church.   My    parents  and  sisters 

attended     services with me and we 

were all baptised    together.    

5  years  ago,   I     began attending 

mass at the Catholic church with my 

children. I  love  the  tradition and 

longed  to  join  in  the  Eucharistic     

celebration.  God is merciful and I got 

another chance in joining the 

RCIA  class.   With lots of help and 

encouragement  from the teachers and 

discussions with my fellow classmates,   

I  find  the   classes    interesting and 

finally completed my lessons.   

Before Easter, we  had  to   go through  

3  Rites  of  Scrutiny      (purification) 

during 3 consecutive   Sunday mass 

where   Fr  Cosmas  with the whole 

congregation prayed for us.    I  felt 

so loved by Jesus when I felt a warm 

current-like sensation     travelling from 

my head  down   to   my  feet     when 

Fr Cosmas  laid his hand on my 

head.    The joy that I  had   when    I 

received    Our  Lord  in  my   first 

communion during the Easter vigil 

mass was overwhelming.   

Praise the Lord!! - Joan 

My Long Journey Home  

To The Catholic Faith  


