
  

   

RECRUITMENT DRIVE 

In  response to the recent Recruitment Survey,  

a  Catechesis   and Prayer on Ministries will be  

held   either   in   the   chapel   or   church, 

depending on the number of participants, led 

by Fr Cosmas Lee on Sunday, 13 August  2017 

at  10.30am   to 12.30pm.     ALL   members  

of all   ministries   and   sub-ministries    are 

REQUIRED to attend.  Parishioners who are 

not yet in any ministry may also attend. 

 

WHERE IS GOD LEADING ME ?  

A  one  day  guided Ignatian retreat to discern 

God’s leading in one’s life for single adults 

aged 18 – 30 years. 

Date:     Saturday, 19 August 2017  

Time:    8.45 am – 5.00 pm 

Venue:  St Simon Catholic Church Likas 

Fee:       Rm10.00 for meals  

Register at Parish Office 088-212713. 

For further enquiries, contact Bro. Peter Foo at 

012 6861678 or Sr. Teresa Chye at 019 

8525787.   A copy of  the  programme  for  the 

day  is  available  and   can  be obtained at the 

parish office. 

ONE BAPTISM FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS  
Our Lord tied the forgiveness of sins to faith and Baptism: "Go into all the world and preach the 

gospel to the whole creation. He who believes and is baptized will be saved.  Baptism is the first 

and chief sacrament of forgiveness of sins because it unites us with Christ, who died for our sins 

and rose for our justification, so that "we too might walk in newness of life.   

 

When we made our first profession of faith while receiving the holy Baptism that cleansed us, the 

forgiveness we received then was so full and complete that there remained in us absolutely nothing 

left to efface, neither original sin nor offenses committed by our own will, nor was there left any 

penalty to suffer in order to expiate them. . . . Yet the grace of Baptism delivers no one from all the 

weakness of nature. On the contrary, we must still combat the movements of concupiscence that 

never cease leading us into evil    

  

In this battle against  our  inclination towards evil, who 

could be brave and watchful enough to escape every 

wound of sin? "If the Church has the power to forgive sins, 

then Baptism cannot be  her  only means of using the keys 

of the Kingdom of heaven received from Jesus Christ. The 

Church must be able to forgive all penitents their offenses, 

even if they should sin until the last moment of their lives.  

It is through the sacrament of Penance that the baptized 

can be reconciled with God and with the Church. 

MINISTRY OF PASTORAL CARE FOR 

SICK,  AGED AND NEEDY  

 

The outreach team will be making their annual 

visit  to   the   Holy Family Home Papar on 

Saturday, 29 July 2017.  We will leave from St 

Simon by 9am and have lunch/fellowship there. 

Parishioners who may wish to join in this visit 

can contact the parish office.  

  

THE YOUNG PEOPLE MASS 

On 30 July 2017 morning Mass.  Front pews   

are   reserved  for   the children. 

Parents please take note. 

 

Remember      you   have  

entered  into    the  house of 

God     for   the  purpose   of 

prayer, adoration,  reflection   

or      to      celebrate   a   Sacra-

ment.  Therefore, please ensure   you 

switch  off or silence your mobile device at 

all times. 
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Office 

Hours 

Mon-Fri: 9am-1pm; 2pm-5pm 
Sat: 9am-1pm 

Rector Rev Cosmas Lee 

Sunday  

Services 

Masses (Eng) - 8.30am & 5pm; 
Rosary: 4.15pm; Confession: 8.15am 

& 4.45pm 

Weekday 

Services 

(Chapel) 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 6.30pm 
Thurs: Holy Hour - 7.30pm, fol-

lowed by Mass at 8.30pm 

Weekly  

Intercessory  

Prayers 

Every Tuesday after the weekday 
Mass 

Chapel opens 7am-9pm 

16TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY - 23 JULY  

R1: Wis 12:13, 16-19  R2 Rom  8:26-27  

Gospel: Mt 13:24-43 

Resp. Psalm:     

 O Lord, you are good and forgiving 

17TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY - 30 JULY   

R1: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12   R2  Rom 8:28-30 

Gospel:  Mat 13:44-52 

Resp. Psalm:   Lord how I love your Law! 

18TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY  - 06 AUG 

R1: Dan 7:9-10, 13-14   R2  2 Pet 1:16-19    

Gospel:  Mat 17:1-9 

Resp. Psalm:    

The Lord is King, most high above all the 

earth 

Saints & Feast Days 

23 July Saint Birgitta, religious 

Saint Sharbel Makhlof, Priest 

24 July Saint Sharbel Makhluf, Her-

mit 

Saint Francis Solanus, priest 

25 July Saint James, apostle 

26 July Saints Joachim and Anne and 

Joachim, parents of Mary 

29 July Saint Martha 

1 August Saint  Alphonsus   Maria de 

Liguori, bishop & doctor of 

the Church 

2 August Saint Eusebius of Vercelli, 

bishop 

Saint Peter, Julian Eymard, 

priest Donations 

9th July Black Bag RM6,566.80 

 Red Bag RM5,555.85 

16th July Black Bag RM6,334.65 

 Red Bag RM5,004.75 

Thank you for your generosity and   
may God bless you! 



ON the  22nd  of  July,  the church 

celebrates  the  feast  day  of    St Mary 

Magdalene  who  appears  clearly as the 

second  most important  female  character  

in the 4 gospels  after  Mother Mary. She 

was the  woman  who had seven demons 

exorcised  from  her;  the prostitute who 

repented. Sinful as she was, she became 

one  of the women who became a great 

follower  of Christ as she accompanied 

Jesus  in  His   ministry right up to His 

Passion.  

 

In  the  Catholic  Church, her story has 

always been regarded as a case of how 

God’s grace and forgiveness can work in a 

human person. Nevertheless, what is more 

worth highlighting is that, though sinful, 

she achieved what any disciple of Christ 

ought to achieve: she believed in and loved 

Jesus    deeply,  she made time to learn and 

treasure   Jesus’s  words  in  her hearts, 

and accompanied   Jesus  until    to    His 

crucifixion and        resurrection. These are   

the actions that even Jesus’s 12 apostles 

failed to do! 

 

In  today’s  gospel,   there  are two main 

messages that Jesus delivers through the 

parables  and surprisingly, they    echo 

very    well  what    we   write    about 

Mary Magdalene. The first is, though the 

entry to the Kingdom of Heaven begins on 

Earth, only God has the right to decide 

who enters it. Though the good (weed) and 

evil (wheat) grow side by side, judgment 

will  be made at the end,  at harvest,   

Judgment  Day.  ‘First collect the weeds 

and bind them in bundles to be burned; but 

gather the wheat into my barn’ (Mt 13:30).  

 

The  judgment  as to who enters the 

Kingdom  of  heaven is in the hand of 

God, not in ours. Women such as Mary 

Magdalene would be scorned, despised 

and condemned by all her people, Jews 

and Gentiles alike. Who would have 

thought that she would be chosen by 

God as an outstanding witness of His 

grace and mercy. 

 

In    the   second   parable, the mustard 

seed ‘is the smallest of all the seeds,   

yet  when fully grown it is the largest of 

plants.   It  becomes a large bush, and   

the   birds   of    the   sky   come  and   

dwell  in its  branches’   (Mt 13:32).    

Mary Magdalene was a prostitute and a 

sinner. Jesus cast  out  the  demons  

MARY MAGDALENE 
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from  her. The mustard seed of faith was 

sowed in her. As  she  continued   to learn 

more from Jesus, her faith grew. She even 

washed the feet of Jesus with her tears and 

drying them up with her hair. She was 

faithful to the end, standing at the foot  of  

the cross.    And St. Mary Magdalene was 

given the privilege  of being the first to 

meet the Risen Lord.  

 

Mary   Magdalene’s life can be a source 

of inspiration for us to grow in faith   like   

the    mustard    seed.   She accompanied   

Jesus    through  His ministry constantly 

listening  to    Him, witnessed    His     

miracles,    and deepening her faith in the 

Lord.     On  the    contrary we seem to 

prioritize our commitments to the world 

rather than to grow in faith.  In fact, some   

of    us    even     welcome       these 

distractions as an excuse to not further 

develop our faith and relationship with 

God. We keep Jesus at an arm’s length 

in our lives when in actual fact, our 

faith can only grow, Pope Francis said, 

‘let the risen Jesus enter our life, don’t 

be afraid, trust him, be confident that 

he is close to you, he is with you and 

will give you the strength to live as he 

would have you do’ (Pope Francis) 

 

Though St. Paul’s conversion story has 

always been seen as one of the most 

powerful  testimonies   in  the New 

Testament, let us also acknowledge 

how Jesus also worked powerfully in 

St. Mary Magdalene. We      may     be           

small    and insignificant as a mustard 

seed.      However,   given    time    and    

our decision  to    continue  our  faithful 

discipleship with  Jesus, we   can  find 

ourselves becoming great disciples, 

glorifying God in our  lives and truly 

living a life in Heaven here on Earth. 

MARY MAGDALENE 
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