
    

 

RECRUITING CAROLLERS 

Christmas is a time of spreading 

the Good News of Jesus' birth. 

Come!  Join in the 2017  Caroling 

and share  the   Gospel through   

your beautiful singing.     

 

The  caroling  groups  will  be 

starting their   practices 

soon.  Come join us!   

 

For more  information,   please     

contact Vincent Wong at 016-802 

4157. 

 

NATIONAL DAY MASS 

Both morning and evening mass 

for today    will    be     celebrated    

in   Bahasa   Malaysia.   A  flag  

raising   ceremony  will be held 

immediately after the 8.30am 

Mass.   We pray for the nation. 

 

Short Video on Vision & Mission 

of the Diocese.   

 

In     conjunction   with    the   20th   

Anniversary   of the launching of 

the  Vision and Mission   of the 

Diocese on 16  September 1997,   a   

short video clip will   be  shown  

today     after     the        Mass    to 

commemorate this event.  

 

 

 

MONTH OF ROSARY    

Opening Mass on 2nd October 

2017  (Monday) beginning with 

recitation of the rosary at  7.00pm  

at the Grotto followed by crowning 

of   Mother Mary and thereafter 

proceed    to    church   for Mass 

beginning at 7.30pm. (subject to 

weather).   

 

Rosary recitation will be held after 

the daily evening   mass  at 7.00pm 

from Monday to Friday except 

Thursday    at   7.30pm.  Sunday 

recitation at 10.30am at the chapel 

and at 4.15pm in the church.  

 

RESIDENTS     WITHIN   ST 

SIMON PARISH BOUNDARY 
Are  you    new    to   St        Simon 

Parish?  Have you recently moved 

house?     Please   pick up the form, 

update your details and pass the 

form to the Parish Office in order 

for us to update the parish database. 

 

SHARPENING SKILLS FOR  

GUITARISTS.    We would like to 

invite all guitarists to join in this 

year's caroling.  Bring the Joy of 

Jesus' birth through your guitar 

skills!    Please contact Vincent 

Wong    016-802 4157 for more 

information. 
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Office 

Hours 

Mon-Fri: 9am-1pm; 2pm-5pm 
Sat: 9am-1pm 

Rector Rev Cosmas Lee 

Sunday  

Services 

Masses (Eng) - 8.30am & 5pm; 
Rosary: 4.15pm; Confession: 8.15am 

& 4.45pm 

Weekday 

Services 

(Chapel) 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 6.30pm 
Thurs: Holy Hour - 7.30pm, fol-

lowed by Mass at 8.30pm 

Weekly  

Intercessory  

Prayers 

Every Tuesday after the weekday 
Mass 

Chapel opens 7am-9pm 

MALAYSIA DAY MASS (BM) - 17 SEPT 

Bacaan 1: Sirakh 10:1-8;   

Bacaan 2: 1 Petrus 2:13-17 

Bacaan Injil: Mat 22:15-21 

Antarbacaan:  

Kamu dipanggil untuk kemerdekaan,  

maka abdilah satu sama lain dalam cinta kasih 

25TH SUN IN ORDINARY TIME-24 SEPT 

R1: Is 55:6-9; R2: Phi 1:20-24, 27 
Gospel: Mat 20:1-16 

Resp. Psalm:   
The Lord is close to all who call him. 

26TH SUN IN ORDINARY TIME - 1 OCT 

R1: Is 55:6-9; R2: Phi 1:20-24, 27 
Gospel: Mat 20:1-16 

Resp. Psalm:   
The Lord is close to all who call him. 

Saints & Feast Days 

19 September Saint Januarius, bishop &  

martyr 

20 September Saint Andrew Kim Taegon, 

priest 

Saint Paul Chong Hasang & 

companions martyrs 

21 September Saint Matthew the Evangelist, 

Apostle, Evangelist 

23 September Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, priest 

Blessed Emilie Tavernier 

Gamelin 

24 September Our Lady of Mercy 

26 September Saint Cosmas & Saint Damian, 

martyrs 

Saints John de Brebeuf, Isaac 

Jogues & Comp. 

 

Donations 

03rd  September Black Bag   RM6,724.00 

 Red Bag   RM5,489.70 

10th September Black Bag   RM6,423.45 

 Red Bag   RM4,971.65 

Thank you for your generosity and  May God bless you! 



 

Last Sunday, we heard Jesus telling us about 

what  our  behaviour should be towards a 

brother who has sinned. Today, the question 

posed by Peter is much closer to home, for it is 

more  personal.   It is no longer just about a 

sinner who has sinned but a sinner who has 

sinned against me! 

  

Lord, how often must I forgive my brother if he 

wrongs me? Seven times?  

  

By proposing to forgive seven times, Peter 

thought he was being magnanimous. Many of 

us would have stopped with once or twice. 

Seven  is   a   perfect   number,   implying 

completeness,  fullness, but still a definite 

number with a definite limit. It is also worth 

knowing that there is a rabbinical tradition 

prevalent    during   the  time  of Jesus that 

proposes the following, “If a man commits an 

offense, let him be pardoned a first, second, 

and a third time, but not the fourth.” In other 

words, the prevailing rate at that time was a 

maximum  of three times. Considering this 

limit, St Peter’s offer certainly sounds so much 

more generous. 

  

Not seven I tell you, but seventy seven times! 

  

The number which Jesus gives is an impossible 

figure;  a  number  that  is,  for all practical 

purposes, beyond counting. It is not that the 

Lord wants Peter to increase his forgiveness 

quota; He just wants him to stop counting alto-

gether. He is saying, we are to forgive so often 

we will lose count of the number of times we 

have done it.  

  

The  reason is simple - forgiveness is not a 

matter of law, or accounting, or keeping score, 

but   rather  a  matter of love. To make love 

into a numbers game, of keeping a ledger, is 

self-defeating.   St Paul once said that, “Love 

… does not keep a record of wrongs.” Love 

simply can’t be quantified. We are to forgive 

with such regularity that it becomes the habit 

of our lives; it becomes our way of life. 

  

And so   the   kingdom   of  God may be 

compared to a King who decided to settle 

his accounts with his servants….. 

  

Jesus  then  told  the story of the servant 

forgiven a great debt who went out and dealt 

mercilessly with a fellow-servant who owed 

him a debt that was a fraction of what he 

himself  had  owed;   and   who   for his 

mercilessness was utterly condemned. This 

parable teaches two important lessons: 

  

1.     To be forgiven, we must also forgive 

It teaches that lesson which runs through all 

the New Testament--a man must forgive in 

order   to   be  forgiven. He who will not 

forgive   his fellow-men cannot hope that 

God will   forgive him.    "Blessed are the 

merciful," said Jesus, "for they shall obtain 

FORGIVENESS 
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mercy" (Matthew 5:7). No sooner had Jesus 

taught his men his own prayer, than he went 

on to expand and explain one petition in it: 

"For if you forgive men their trespasses, your 

heavenly  Father  also  will   forgive   you;   

but  if   you  do   not     forgive  men   their 

trespasses, neither  will  your  Father    forgive 

your trespasses" (Matthew 6:14-15). As James 

had it, "For judgment is without mercy to one 

who has shown no mercy" (James 2:13). Divine 

and human forgiveness go hand in hand. 

  

2.     We have been forgiven totally 

The  debt owed by the wicked servant was 

impossible for him to repay. Perhaps, this little 

fact may be lost on us since we are unfamiliar 

with the value of ancient currencies. A talent 

is 130 pounds of silver. A year’s basic wages 

therefore would be about 4 lbs of silver. A 

single   talent,   130 lbs of silver, therefore 

represents about 33 years’ worth of wages. 

This first servant owed a phenomenal 10,000 

talents, which works out to be about 325,000 

years of salary – a laughably, audaciously, 

impossibly large debt.  How did he get 

here, with a debt so large? One can only 

speculate. His fellow servant, on the other 

hand, only owed him 100 denarii, or 100 

days’  wages,  not   insignificant,  but a 

pittance in comparison to his own debt. 

Yet,   the   Master chose to forgive him 

totally.   He  was  forgiven completely 

without having to pay even a fraction of 

that amount. The servant was undeserving 

and yet the kindness of his master was 

heaped upon him without limit, without 

measure. 

  

We who have been undeserving have been 

forgiven totally. Many of us deserve eternal 

damnation  and   no amount of merit or 

sacrifice  on  our  part would have been 

sufficient to redeem us. This debt, which 

was beyond our power to repay, has now 

been written off by Christ and with Christ 

we   are allowed the glories and joys of 

eternal life and the blessings of the Father. 

What then, must our behaviour be toward 

others? With our hearts filled with the 

grace of forgiveness, must not the same 

quality of generosity by which God has 

redeemed   us, colour and influence our 

dealings with one another?  So, whenever 

we are invited to look at the gift of the 

cross, we are also invited to look upon one 

another with a similar love and a limitless 

forgiveness. Therefore, we must forgive 

others as God has forgiven us, or we can 

hope to find no mercy.  Have a blessed 

Sunday!!! 
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