
   

CATHOLICISM 

Take  an  exciting Journey around the 

world and deep into the Catholic Faith !   

Presented  by  Bishop Robert Barron.  

Starting from 15th May 2017, for 10 

weeks, every  Monday night!  Venue: 

SHPC Room F7.  Time: 7.45pm.  Come 

and discover or      re-discover the Catholic 

Faith.   All are welcome. Free admissions. 

 

THE NEXT YOUCAT SESSION! 

There's something about Mary. 

Join us this 19th May 2017, Friday at 7.45 

pm at St Simon Hall Room 1. Bring a 

friend and come and learn more about Our 

Mother! 

 

ASCENSION OF THE LORD - 24th 

May 2017 at 7.30pm.  Please take note that 

this is a DAY OF  OBLIGATION. 

RCIA REGISTRATION FOR  

2017-2018   
is open for registration   for candidates   

seeking full initiation  into the Catholic 

Church. If we know anyone interested  who 

is staying within the parish  locality, please  

inform them to  contact  the parish office or 

Magdalene Chu (016-8313675).  

 

ROSES on SALE NOW by The Youths 

in  conjunction with Mother’s Day today, 

14th May 2017.   

 

Please give them your support. 

 

 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL AND  

CANTEEN  on 28th May 2017 & 4th June 

2017 as school  holidays begin.   

Parents please take note. 

 

NEWS AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Please use the Parish Webpage  (http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com) 

to see latest bulletin for information on Services Schedule etc. 

Living in the Truth    

The Old Testament attests that God is the source of all truth.  His Word is 

truth. His Law is truth. His "faithfulness endures to all generations.  Since 

God is "true," the members of his people are called to live in the truth.  

In Jesus Christ, the whole of God's truth has been made manifest. "Full of grace and truth," 

he came as the "light of the world," he is the Truth. "Whoever believes in me may not   

remain in darkness." The disciple of Jesus continues in his word so as to know "the truth 

[that] will make you free" and that sanctifies. To follow Jesus is to live in "the Spirit of 

truth," whom the Father sends in his name and who leads "into  all  the  truth."  To  his  

disciples Jesus teaches the unconditional love of truth: "Let what you say be simply 'Yes or 

No.' 
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Office 

Hours 

Mon-Fri: 9am-1pm; 2pm-5pm 
Sat: 9am-1pm 

Rector Rev Cosmas Lee 

Sunday  

Services 

Masses (Eng) - 8.30am & 5pm; 
Rosary: 4.15pm; Confession: 8.15am 

& 4.45pm 

Weekday 

Services 

(Chapel) 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 6.30pm 
Thurs: Holy Hour - 7.30pm, fol-

lowed by Mass at 8.30pm 

Weekly  

Intercessory  

Prayers 

Every Tuesday after the weekday 
Mass 

Chapel opens 7am-9pm 

5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER  -  14 MAY 

R1: Ac 6:1-7 R2: 1 Pt 2:4-9 

Gospel: Jn 14:1-12 

Resp. Psalm:  May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place 

all our hope in you 

6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER  -  21 MAY 

R1: Ac 8:5-8, 14-17 R2: 1 Pt 3:15-18 

Gospel: Jn 14:15-21 

Resp. Psalm:   Cry out with joy to God all the earth. 

 ASCENSION OF THE LORD  -  24 MAY 

R1: Ac 1:1-11 R2: Eph 1:17-23 

Gospel: Mt 28:16-20 

Resp. Psalm:   God goes up with shouts of joy;  

the Lord goes up with the trumpet blast. 

7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER—28 MAY 

R1: Ac 1:12-14 R2: 1 Pt 4:13-16 

Gospel: Jn 17:1-11a 

Resp. Psalm:   I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in 

the land of the living. 

Saints & Feast Days 

14 May Saint Matthias the Apostle 

15 May Saint Isidore the Laborer Saint 
Isidore, the farmer 

16 May Saint Luigi Orione, Priest 

18 May Saint John 1, pope and martyr 

20 May Saint Bernardine of Siena, priest 

21 May Saint Christopher Magallanes and 
Companions martyrs Saint Eugene 

de Mazenod 

22 May Saint Rita of Cascia 

25 May Saint Bede the Venerable, priest 
and doctor.  Saint Gregory VII, 

pope Saint Mary Magdalene de 

Pazzi, virgin, Ascension of the Lord 

Donations 

30th April  Black Bag 

 

Red Bag 

 RM7,228.65 

 

 RM5,337.75 

07th May    

(Vocation Sunday) 

Black Bag  RM6,897.40 

 Red Bag  RM5,163.85 

Thank you for your generosity and   

may God bless you! 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P8I.HTM#$2HB
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P8I.HTM#$2HC
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P8I.HTM#$2HD
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P8I.HTM#$2HE
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P8I.HTM#$2HF


 I was born and Baptized Catholic on   

21 Dec 1969, two months after I had come into 

this world. I come from a mixed-marriage     

family.  

 My dad is Catholic and Mother Protestant.  

My brothers and I grew up in the Protestant 

Church with our mother since my  father was 

often away working.  My first encounter with 

Jesus’ calling was during one of the retreats 

when a speaker, after a short sermon on John 

3:16, invited all the students to “Accept Jesus 

Christ as our Personal Savior.” I was moved by 

the Spirit then and  overwhelmed and bathed in 

the Lord’s Love for a few days. And then I was 

back to the old ways.   I was only 12 years old 

then. I have always    believed in God, but      

behaved like a consumer;     I would only pray to 

God at MY CONVENIENCE. Although we recite 

and pray the “Our Father” thousands of times, 

“Thy Will Be Done” has little meaning in my 

life. I would treat God’s Love and Mercy like a 

convenient store.  

 I left home for Australia at 15 in 1985 to 

continue my studies. Through God’s mercy and 

design, I went to a Good Catholic High School 

run by the Marist Brothers. I received my first 

Holy Communion in 1986. My “journey home” 

took a break after that; there was no follow up 

due to some unforeseen circumstance.   

 

 My understanding of the Sacraments was 

next to zero and very shallow. I just viewed them 

as ceremonies which a Catholic must go through 

in order to get through the stages of life, much 

like going to the supermarket and picking some 

groceries from the shelves.  

 

 A lot of it boils down to the influence of 

the secular world that has invaded Catholic life 

and traditions. For me, I valued the outward   

sign more than the inward grace and the Lord’s 

Mercy. Having lived in Australia for close to 10 

years, “Living Life to the Fullest” seemed to be 

my  motto  in  life.    I started  working   

immediately after graduating from Universi-

ty. My “Short Man Syndrome”, strength-

ened  by secularization,  was  frequently 

projected  in my aggression,  pride  and  

arrogance, anger, bad temper, and my being 

loud and brash. My behavior often got me 

the following things: 1. Success in career 

and business, 2. Failures in business and 

career and life, 3. Hurt and wounds on those 

who love me most, 4. Sins against God  

 

 Back then, I decided that I just   

wanted to be a GOOD, Normal Professional 

Person. A Church-Going Nice Guy who has 

a beautiful wife, a few children, nice car, 

nice house - all the secular and materialistic 

stuff. That was my definition of a Nice Guy 

or Good Person. I never really wanted to be 

close to God. I would often say the wrong 

prayers and demanded unreasonably from 

God to fulfill my worldly desires. 

 

 In 1999, God Bless me with a     

Catholic Girl Friend. Through her God gave 

me lessons of humility softening my heart, I 

was madly in love and wanted to spend the 

rest of my life with her. We started dating 

and soon enough I was back to attending 

Mass on a weekly basis. We were married in 

2001 at St Simon Catholic Church Likas and 

have both our children baptized in the   

Catholic Church. A lot of you might ask, 

how come you were not confirmed but could 

get married and have full Mass? Oh well, the 

question never popped up during the       

marriage interview by the priest. 

 

 From the outside, we appeared as a 

good Catholic family. I often ask myself, “Is 

there more to life than this?” What’s God’s 

will for me, on this earth? Am I happy just 

to be a Sunday Church goer and a         
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Lukewarm Catholic?    Although  I  serve  in 

the church ministries, why do I still feel      

lukewarm? Why was it that I had such a hard 

time discerning God’s will in my life? Did God 

Choose me? And for What?  

 

 My  journey  back accelerated after a 

few sicknesses, sufferings and tragedies  in the    

family. Through those sad  events,   I realized 

that  God’s  love  and  Mercy  had  always  

been there.  I  began  to  read  more  books  on  

Catholicism,  watch       more YouTube  on 

Catholicism. Often times, I do not understand 

what I read,  and  during  some  happy hour 

sessions I would ask questions and discuss with 

a friend who happens to a RCIA catechist. It 

was during one of the “Fellowships” and happy 

hour sessions that my status as a non-confirmed 

Catholic was made known to this friend after a 

few drinks too many. And immediately on the 

next      Sunday, I was “enrolled” into the 

2016/2017 RCIA class.  

 

 God soon answered my questions one by 

one during the RCIA and Jubilee Year of    

Mercy. Our sufferings in this world are nothing 

compared to what HE went through.  

 

 I began to pray more and became a   

Divine Mercy devotee, said the rosaries more 

often, paid a lot more attention during Mass. I 

also read the Holy Scripture daily and started 

attending daily Mass whenever possible. I felt 

very terrible for being such as sinful person all 

my life and  I was  so broken and  unworthy of 

His  love. Deep down inside I needed to be 

reconciled with God so     I could renew the 

personal and intimate relationship with God. 

And I did just that on the Feast of Our Lady of 

Fatima. I went to confession and surrendered 

completely once more to God. 

 

 I realized  that  the  secular world’s 

“Live life to the fullest” actually is totally 

meaningless WITHOUT GOD. Scripture 

says, “The thief comes only to steal and 

kill and destroy;   I came that they may 

have life, and have it abundantly!” (John 

10:10) During the Easter Vigil Mass, 

when the priest anointed my forehead 

with the Chrism Oil and said,  “Matthias, 

Be  Sealed with the Gifts of the Holy 

Spirit!”  

 

 I was so moved and overwhelmed 

with God’s immense Love. The kind of 

Love which is indescribable by words. 

And the experience of inward Grace 

which is beyond words. Its been more 

than one week since the  confirmation 

and I’m still overjoyed as I continue my 

Journey to live my life as a Confirmed 

Catholic Christian. 

 

 A big thank you goes to Rev    

Father Cosmas, RCIA catechists (Bob, 

Mag, William, Arthur), classmates, our 

sponsors, families who encouraged and 

prayed for us throughout the journey.  

 

 Please continue to pray for us so 

we continuously live in Christ and learn 

God’s way and do His will. 

 

Douglas Matthias Yu 
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