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TRAFFIC AND PARK-
ING PROBLEM  

EXPECTED FOR 
CHRISTMAS NIGHT 

MASS 
 

A huge concert “Konsert 
Wings 30 Tahun Live@Kota  
Kinabalu” will be held at the 
Likas Stadium from 1 pm un-
til midnight on 24th Decem-

ber 2016, Christmas Eve.  
Thousands are expected to 

attend. This will make parking 
in and around the parish most 

difficult if not impossible.  
Parishioners should take note 

of this early and plan their 
journey to and from church. 

Avoid driving and  parking in 
and around the church if pos-

sible. Following wardens’ 
instruction will be most criti-

cal that day!!!! 

ARCHBISHOP’S 
CHRISTMAS OPEN 

HOUSE 
Archbishop John Wong will 
be having an open house at 

the Sacred Heart Parish Cen-
tre on Dec 25 (Sunday) from 

2.30pm to 5pm. 

RESIDENTS WITHIN ST  
SIMON PARISH BOUNDARY 

 
Are you new to St Simon Parish? 
Please contact the Parish Office to 
fill up a form so that your house 

will be included in our parish carol-
ling and also parish database. 

COMMISSIONING OF CHRIST-
MAS CAROLERS WILL TAKE 

PLACE THIS EVENING (DEC 11), 
AND CAROLLING BEGINS ON 

MONDAY (DEC 12) TILL FRIDAY 
(DEC 15). LET’S WELCOME 

THEM IN OUR HOMES!  

ANNUAL PRIESTLY VOCATION 
SEMINAR to be held in Bundu Tuhan 

from 13-15 January 2017. Young men who 
are interested to join please collect a form 
from the parish office, which need to be 

filled, signed also by the parish priest, and 
sent to the Vocation Team before 31st Dec 

2016. 
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3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A)-11 DEC 

R1: Is 35: 1-6a; R2: Jm 5: 7-10 
Gospel: Mt 11: 2-11 

Resp. Psalm: Come, Lord,  
and save us. 

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A)-18 DEC 

R1: Is 7:10-14; R2: Rom 1:1-7 
Gospel: Mt 1: 18-24 

Resp. Psalm: Let the Lord enter! 
He is the king of glory. 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL-24 DEC 

R1: Is 62: 1-5; R2: Ac 13: 16-17; 22-25 
Gospel: Mt 1: 1-25 

Resp. Psalm: I will sing for ever  
of your love, O Lord. 

Saints & Feast Days 

Dec 13 St Lucy, virgin & martyr 

Dec 14 St John of the Cross, priest & 
doctor 

Dec 21 St Peter, Canisius, priest & doctor 

Dec 23 St John of Kanty, priest 

Donations 

27 Nov Black Bag RM7,159.10  

 Red Bag RM5,250.25  

04 Dec Black Bag RM6,660.80   

 Red Bag RM5,716.25  

Address Jln Punat Tanah, Off Jln Tuaran, Mile 3.5 (KM6), 88400 

Kota Kinabalu 

Contact 088-212713 (Tel) / 088-288713 (Fax) 

E-mail SSCCL010608@gmail.com 

Webpage http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com 

Office 

Hours 

Mon-Fri: 9am-1pm; 2pm-5pm 

Sat: 9am-1pm 

Rector Rev Cosmas Lee 

Sunday  

Services 

Masses (Eng) - 8.30am & 5pm; Rosary: 

5pm; Confession: 8.15am & 4.45pm 

Weekday 

Services 

(Chapel) 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 6.30pm 

Thurs: Holy Hour - 7.30pm, followed by 
Mass at 8.30pm 

Weekly Inter-

cessory  

Prayers 

Every Tuesday after the weekday Mass 

Chapel opens 7am-9pm 

Thank you for your generosity, 
and may God bless you! 



S 
AINT Benedict said, “Keep 
death daily before your eyes”.  It 
is in this context that we should 

take the message of today’s readings as 
we wait for the Lord’s coming in our 
hearts during this time of Advent. As 
we grow older, we feel that time is just 
as fleeting as this life on Earth. We are 
already in the third week of Advent, 
and in two weeks’ time, we will be re-
membering the birth of Jesus! The gift 
of life reminds us of the miracle of 
God’s marvellous creation; while the 
death of a loved one reminds us on the 
shortness of life. Sometimes we have a 
tendency to be as fickle as the weather 
– one moment we are brimming with 
optimism, and some time later, that op-
timism fizzles out according to our cir-
cumstances.  
 
  Similarly, our faith can be shaken when 
we feel like our prayers go unanswered 
or the weight of the world seems to hang 
heavier on our shoulders. But in today’s 
Gospel, Jesus said “happy is the man 
who does not lose faith in me (Matt 
11:6)”. Jesus’ proclamation of the Good 
News fulfils Isaiah’s prophecy in the first 
reading. Hope is as ancient as time, and 
so is suffering. Jesus’ birth was not with-
out its own drama – Mother Mary, who 
trusted in God’s divine plan, faithfully 
carried out her mission amid suffering, 
pain and even uncertainty. Jesus’ place 
of birth among the animals – though 
seemingly unbefitting at the time – had 
become an extraordinary insight into 
God’s wonderful plan. Even to this day, 
Jesus’ birth is not only unique but is also 
a window into God’s call for us to live in 

simplicity.   
 
  No material things in this world – 
especially man-made (shopping malls, 
gadgets etc) – can substitute the 
Lord’s peace in our heart, for we were 
created to yearn for our Creator. Eve-
rything happens for a reason – stop 
asking “what ifs” and start living in 
the present, for the Lord’s ways are 
higher than ours. In due time, He will 
show us why things are the way they 
are as our eyes open to His infinite 
wisdom, the gift that is only given to 
those with child-like trust.   
   
  St James in the second reading tells 
us to be patient until the Lord’s com-
ing. Our departed brothers and sisters 
had finished their pilgrim life on 
Earth, now they are where God wants 
them to be – we can only hope and 
pray that like spectators at a sports 
event, they are cheering us on to fin-
ish our race. No matter where you are 
in your life right now, or how far you 
feel like you have grown apart from 
God, it is never too late to go back to 
the path that you were destined to 
tread. If you see a member of your 
community falling away from God, 
will you not like the Good Shepherd 
patiently counsel them to return?  Our 
own suffering is not an excuse to stop 
caring for others, because who knows, 
that person next to you might need 
those words of encouragement that 
you selfishly keep to yourself when 
you ought to speak up. 

Keeping faith till the Lord’s coming
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NEWS AND  

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

  

  

  

  

  Some people wonder why God is not 
doing anything to alleviate the suffering 
in this world. There are two ways to 
look at it: (1) God created us, didn’t 
He? Teresa of Avila, that wise Carmel-
ite saint, once said, “Christ has no body 
now but yours. No hands, no feet on 
earth but yours. Yours are the eyes 
through which He looks with compas-
sion on this world. Yours are the feet 
with which He walks to do good. Yours 
are the hands through which He blesses 
all the world. Yours are the hands, 
yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, 
you are His body. Christ has no body 
now on earth but yours.” (2) Suffering 
is the epitome of Christianity. Just look 
at Jesus who died on the cross. Should 
we dare to call ourselves His followers 
when at the sight of even a small cross 
for us to carry, we bolt and give up?  

  When all is said and done, God has 
the last words. Our duty is to keep the 
faith and continue this pilgrim journey 
until the Lord comes to save us. It is 
only fitting to end this piece with a 
verse from the Catholic hymn “Faith of 
Our Fathers” written by Frederick Wil-
liam Faber in 1849, as we remember 
the faith of our fathers who kept the 
faith to the end: 

  “Faith of our Fathers! living still, in 
spite of dungeon, fire, and sword: Oh, 
how our hearts beat high with joy; 
Whene'er we hear that glorious word. 
Faith of our Fathers! Holy Faith! We 
will be true to thee till death.” 

 
SUNDAY  

SCHOOL 2017 
  

The Sunday School and Sun-
day Canteen closed on 04 Dec 

2016, and will resume on 08 Jan 
2017.  

 
However, classes for RCIA and 

RCIC continue as usu-
al.  Parents please take note. 

 
New Intake for 

2017 Sunday School  
Registration forms for new stu-
dents will be available for par-

ents of children from age 7 
years to 15 years and who 

are  residing within the St Si-
mon Likas parish boundary. 

 
Forms are available after the 

morning Mass on 18 Dec 2016, 
at the counter set up in front of 

the Parish office.   
 

Registration forms for the new 
students can also be obtained 

from the Parish office be-
tween 19-30 Dec 2016, during 

office hours.  
 

Registration form must be re-
turned to the Parish office by 04 

Jan 2017. 
 
 
 
 


