
     Please use the Parish Webpage  (http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com) 
   to see latest bulletin for information on Services Schedule etc. 

 
 

RCIA REGISTRATION  
FOR 2017-2018 

   

RCIA 2017-2018 is open for reg-
istration for candidates seeking 
full initiation into the Catholic 

Church.  
 

If we know anyone interested 
who is staying within the parish 
locality, please inform them to 

contact the parish office or Mag-
dalene Chu (016-8313675).  

PRIESTS MEETING  
ON JAN 16-17 

  
There will be no masses on the 
above dates since all the priests 
are going to Keningau to have 

priests' meeting.  

Catechism of the Catholic Church on the mystery of  
Jesus’ infancy and hidden life: The preparations 

522 The coming of God's Son to earth is an event of such immensity that 
God willed to prepare for it over centuries. He makes everything converge 
on Christ: all the rituals and sacrifices, figures and symbols of the "First 

Covenant" He announces him through the mouths of the prophets who succeeded one an-
other in Israel. Moreover, he awakens in the hearts of the pagans a dim expectation of this 

coming. 
523 St. John the Baptist is the Lord's immediate precursor or forerunner, sent to prepare his 
way. "Prophet of the Most High", John surpasses all the prophets, of whom he is the last. 

He inaugurates the Gospel, already from his mother's womb welcomes the coming of 
Christ, and rejoices in being "the friend of the bridegroom", whom he points out as "the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world". Going before Jesus "in the spirit and 
power of Elijah", John bears witness to Christ in his preaching, by his Baptism of conver-

sion, and through his martyrdom. 

THANK YOU FOR  
FR COSMAS' 40TH  

PRIESTLY ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

 
Fr Cosmas would wish to express 
his heartfelt 'thank you ' to the or-
ganizing committee and all who 

have worked hard to celebrate his 
40th Anniversary. Now that the 

celebration is over, we get on with 
the Lord's work together, priest and 

people. 

SEMINARIAN DOMINIC TAN 
ON PASTORAL IMMERSION 

 
We welcome Dominic from KL 

Archdiocese to our parish and look 
forward to helping each other in the 

vineyard of the Lord.  
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Office 

Hours 

Mon-Fri: 9am-1pm; 2pm-5pm 

Sat: 9am-1pm 

Rector Rev Cosmas Lee 

Sunday  

Services 

Masses (Eng) - 8.30am & 5pm; Rosary: 

5pm; Confession: 8.15am & 4.45pm 

Weekday 

Services 

(Chapel) 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 6.30pm 

Thurs: Holy Hour - 7.30pm, followed by 
Mass at 8.30pm 

Weekly Inter-

cessory  

Prayers 

Every Tuesday after the weekday Mass 

Chapel opens 7am-9pm 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD-08 JAN 

R1: Is 60: 1-6; R2: Eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6 
Gospel: Mt 2: 1-12 

Resp. Psalm: All nations shall fall prostrate 
before you, O Lord. 

2ND SUNDAY OF OT-15 JAN 

R1: Is 49:: 3, 5-6; R2: 1 Cor 1: 1-3 
Gospel: Jn 1: 29-34 

Resp. Psalm: Here I am, Lord! 
I come to do your will. 

3RD SUNDAY OF OT-22 JAN  

R1: Is 8:23b-9:23; R2: 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17 
Gospel: Mt 4:12-23 

Resp. Psalm: The Lord is my light  
and my help. 

Saints & Feast Days 

Jan 09 Baptism of the Lord 

Jan 13 St Hilary, bishop & doctor 

Jan 17 St Anthony, abbot 

Jan 20 St Fabian, pope & martyr 
St Sebastian, martyr 

Jan 21 St Agnes, virgin & martyr 

Donations 

24th Dec ’16 Black Bag RM12,260.15  

 Red Bag RM 9,465.00 

25th Dec ’16 Black Bag RM5,592.90  

 Red Bag RM3,834.80 

1st Jan ’17 Black Bag RM7,789.55 

 Red Bag RM6,026.65 
Thank you for your generosity and  

may God bless you! 



O 
NE of the questions journal-
ists would ask before writ-
ing a news piece is “who” 

are the persons of interest in the 
event they are covering. If you look 
at the Gospel reading accord-
ing to Matthew, besides the 
main characters of Baby Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph, there are 
also the Wise Men who 
brought gifts in homage of the 
Lord.  
 
  Has it, however, occurred to 
you that there is no mention of 
the actual number of the Wise 
Men? “After Jesus had been 
born at Bethlehem in Judaea 
during the reign of King Her-
od, some wise men came to Je-
r u s a l e m  f r o m  t h e 
east.” (Matthew 2:1) Note the 
word “some” and not “three”. 
 
  A wise theologian recently said, the 
reason behind why we are so accus-
tomed to reading it as “three” wise 
men is because in the olden days, 
people assumed there were three of 
them because of the gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh—each car-
ried one gift in homage of Baby Je-
sus.  Hence, the Bible should not be 
read like a history book, because it 
was written as a spiritual reflection 

of the writer. The reference to 
“three wise men” could also be 
due in part to our belief in the 
Trinitarian God—hence the figure 
“three” has a great significance in 
our Catholic faith.  
   
  It had been so engraved into our 
minds that there were three of 
them that it is even reflected in the 
traditional hymn “We Three 
Kings” written by John H. Hop-
kins (1857). Since we should read 
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the bible with spiritual eyes rather 
than through historical lenses, we 
should ask ourselves how is the sto-
ry of the three Wise Men relevant in 
our day and age? 
 
  Who are these wise men, you ask? 
Pope Francis in his homily last year 
during the Mass of the Epiphany of 
the Lord said the wise men are 
“models of conversion”: “Led by 
the Spirit, they come to realise that 
God’s criteria are quite different 
from those of men, that God does 
not manifest himself in the power of 
this world, but speaks to us in the 
humbleness of his love. 
 
  “According to tradition, the wise 
men were sages, watchers of the 
constellations, observers of the 
heavens in a cultural and religious 
context which saw the stars as hav-
ing significance and power over hu-
man affairs… The Wise Men are 
thus models of conversion to the 
true faith, since they believed more 
in the goodness of God than in the 
apparent splendour of power.” 

  The Wise Men in the Gospel 
were not the “chosen race”, 
they were literally pagans—
astrologers—but led by the 
Spirit, they came to believe that 
the infant Jesus they saw lying 
in the manger, as opposed to 
the majestic dwelling of King 
Herod, was truly God incar-
nate.  

  The Good News is not re-
served to a mere few—from this 
Gospel passage, we see God be-
ing inclusive in the salvation 
story of mankind. He came to 
save all.  

  In a way also, God is telling us 
to love all, the unbelievers, and 
especially our enemies. The 
Wise Men went to see their 
“constellation god”, but went 
away converted and believing 
in the One, True God after see-
ing the meek and humble Baby 
Jesus, under the watchful eyes 
of Mary and Joseph. 


