
 
 

 

MINISTRY FOR PASTORAL CARE OF SICK, AGED & NEEDY 
The Outreach team will be visiting the Children's Home in Toboh (Rumah 
Kanak-Kanak Bondulu Gereja Katolik, Toboh Tambunan) on Saturday 
19th July 2014. This is a children's hostel which has about 54 school-going 
children from this area. Parishioners who may wish to participate in the   
visit can contact the office. We will depart from St Simon at 7am. 
 

EUCHARIST ADORATION TALK “BE NEAR TO GOD” by Friar      
Francisco Basnayake OFM, organized  by the Stella Maris Parish Eucharist 
Adoration Ministry. All are welcome. Saturday 19 July 2014, 9-10.30 am St 
Peter’s Room, Stella Maris Parish, followed by light refreshment. 

PASTORAL DISCERNMENT AND PLANNING It has been two years 
since parish leaders last came together for discernment of pastoral needs 
and to find ways and means to meet those needs. Regular and serious re-
view and preview of the parish situation is always necessary. An Organiz-
ing Committee has been set up to prepare for the forthcoming session to be 
held on 22-23 August 2014. A broad representation has been decided on 
(including individual parishioners who do not  belong to any ministry/
group) and we are in the process of finalizing the list of names. Fr Bernard 
Paul the Vicar General of the Diocese of Penang will be facilitator. We ask 
for your prayers particularly that those who are invited to attend will do so 
with a deep sense of commitment.  

CHILDREN MASS on 27 July 2014 morning Mass. Front pews are reserved 
for the children. Parents please take note. 

BIBLE SHARING GROUPS 
After the first meeting last July 7 attended but nearly 40 participants a  
number of groups are at the initial stage of moving towards sharing groups. 
Let us be aware of their efforts and pray that the Lord will bless them.  
 

KEEPING CHURCH COMPOUND CLEAN 
We must congratulate our parishioners for having improved so much to 
help keep the compound clean. So much less littering! However, there are a 
few individuals who do not think tissues and sweet wrappers as rubbish. 
We say few individuals because nearly always the same sweets eaten, and 
the same locations where the pieces of tissues are found!!! 

News and Forthcoming Events 
St Simon Catholic 

Church Likas 

Address:       Jln Punat Tanah, Off Jln Tuaran   
         Mile 3.5 (KM 6),  88400 Kota Kinabalu 
 

Tel:          088-212713       
Fax:          088-288713 

Email:          SSCCL010608@gmail.com 
Webpage:    http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com 
 

Office Hrs:  Mon-Fri:  9.00am - 1.00pm;  
   2.00pm-5.00pm 
         Sat:  9.00am - 1.00pm 
 

Rector:         Rev. Cosmas Lee 

Sunday Services: 
Masses (Eng) - 8.30am; 5.00pm;  

Rosary - 4.15pm 
Confession - 8.15am; 4.45pm 
Weekday Masses (Chapel)  

Mon, Tue, Wed,  Fri -  6.30pm 
Holy Hour (Chapel)-Every Thursday  

7.30pm followed by Mass at 8.30pm 
Weekly Intercessory Prayers - every Tuesday after 

weekday Mass 
Chapel opens  7.00am - 9.00pm 

13 Jul - St Henry 
14 Jul - St Camillus de Lellis, priest 
15 Jul - St Bonaventure, bishop 

16 Jul - Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
20 Jul - St Apollinaris, martyr 
22 Jul - St Mary Magdalene 
23 Jul - St Bridget, religious 
 - Ss Philip Evans & John Lloyd, 
            martyrs 
24 Jul - St Sharbel Makhluf, priest 
 - St Declan, bishop 
25 Jul - St James, apostle 
26 Jul - Ss Joachim &Anne 
29 Jul - St Martha 

Saints & Feast Days 

R1-Is 55:10-11;R2-Rom 8:18-23;Gospel-Mt 13:1-23 
Resp. Ps - Some seed fell into rich soil 

and produce its crop. 

15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—13 JUL 2014 

16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—20 JUL 2014 

R1–Wis 12:13,16-19;R2-Rom 8:26-27;Gospel-Mt 13:24-43 
Resp. Ps - O Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—27 JUL 2014 

R1-1 Kgs 3:5,7-12;R2-Rom 8:28-30;Gospel-Mt 13:44-52 
Resp. Ps - Lord how I love your law! 

 
 

  
 

29 June 2014- Black Bag -  RM7,564.45   
    Red Bag -   RM6,021.15 
6 July 2014- Black Bag -  RM8,263.30 
    Red Bag -   RM6,665.35 
Thank you for your generosity, and may 
God bless you! 
 
 

COLLECTIONS 

Bible Sunday 



HE’S NOT FINISHED WITH US YET 
 

As we celebrate Bible Sunday today, let us recall John’s first words in his 
Gospel: “In the beginning was the Word. And the Word was with God and 
the Word was God” (John 1:1). Short but striking, this phrase is a beautiful 
reminder how God the Creator of Heaven and earth “has not left us           
orphaned”.  His Word – the Scriptures – guides us every day. Do you know 
how many times God said, “Do not be afraid” in the Bible? 365 times!  That’s 
enough to last a whole year.   
 

Do you remember the first time you came across a Bible verse that struck 
you? That’s when you know the “seed” has been planted in your heart. 
Change does not happen overnight, and can be a painful process of purifica-
tion. Like in the Parable of the Sower, there are four types of soil which the 
seeds fell into – the path (eaten by the birds), rocky ground (withered under 
the Sun), among thorns (choked up) and rich soil (grew in abundance). 
 

As Christians living in today’s world with all its distractions, we have all 
four types of soil in us. The “seed” is the Word of God while the “soil” is our 
level of acceptance towards the Word. When Jesus told the story of the   
Sower and the Seed to the crowd, He spoke in parables (hidden    meanings) 
because He knew they were not ready to hear what He had to say.           
However, when He was alone with the disciples, He revealed what the    
parable really meant. It refers to our spiritual growth.  
 

All but one type of soil, one type of reception,  fell into the snares of the    
devil. But, God has a plan. Thanks to our Catholic Church’s belief in the 
communion with the Saints, we have companions to guide us in both our 
darkest moments and in times when we blossom like flowers in the fields.  
 

The Path. The evil one comes and carries off what was sown in his heart. Growing 
up, we may not fully understand what the Word is. So this is the period 
where we are easily swayed by the Evil one. Children these days are         
susceptible to the culture of death. Media can be so overpowering that it 
takes away what good seed that has been planted in their hearts. For         
example, negativity in the media can confuse young minds should they not 
have good mentors. However, St Maria Goretti shows us that even at a 
young age we can still be holy. She was the Saint who was stabbed multiple 
times by her would-be rapist and can still forgive him on her deathbed.  
 

Rocky Ground. He has no root in him. At least seeds that fell into the rocky 
ground get to see the light of day,  even though it  was only very briefly! This  

is the stage of life where we think we are “okay” and grow complacent with 
our level of communion with God, not realizing that God is calling us into a 
deeper relationship with Him. So we let the relationship go stagnant, until 
trials come our way, and then realize we don’t have enough of God in our 
heart to carry us on in our spiritual journey. But, St Francis of Assisi had a 
carefree life, born to a wealthy family and had worldly ambitions. His so-
called friends loved him because he would throw lavish parties for them. 
Then God called him and he left the old life for Christ!  
 

Among Thorns. Worries of the world choke the Word. This soil also bears fruit, 
but only to be choked by worldly anxieties. Wealth, education and acquaint-
ances are at the top of the list… and God? Somewhere in between, or worse, 
at the very bottom. But, St Augustine of Hippo, who was an intellectual, did 
not find God until after having done all his hearts’ desires in worldly terms. 
It was then that he realized his heart is “restless until it rests in the Lord”. 
 

Rich Soil. The one who hears the Word and understands it. This is for those who 
are steadfast in prayer and lift their whole heart, mind and soul to God. They 
praise God in all that they do, both in joy and in pain. These are the little 
saints in each of us, “groaning inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set 
free” (Romans 8:23). St Paul also said that “what we suffer in this life can 
never be compared to the Glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for 
us” (Romans 8:18). 
 

So whichever “soil” you are at this present time, remember that there’s still 
hope, for God’s not finished with us – yet! Pope Francis, in his message in 
last year’s World Youth Day in Brazil’s Copacabana Beach, used the Parable 
of the Sower to link the Word of God and living it out as “athletes for Christ” 
in the secular world: 
 

“A field is a place for sowing seeds. We all know the parable where Jesus 
speaks of a sower who went out to sow seeds in the field… Jesus Himself 
explains the meaning of the parable: the seed is the word of God sown in our 
hearts (Mt 13:18-23). This, dear young people, means that the real Campus 
Fidei, the field of faith, is your own heart, it is your life. It is your life that 
Jesus wants to enter with His Word, with His presence. Please, let Christ and 
His Word enter your life, blossom and grow!”  
 

May we, too, no matter what age, color, social rank or background, be 
moved by the Word to blossom and grow in the Faith, Hope and Love of 
Christ. AMEN. 
 


