
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL &         
CANTEEN this Sunday, 11 Janu-
ary 2015 as all facilitators are  
attending an on-going course—
will resume next Sunday, 18 Jan. 

COLLECTIONS 

HOLY HOUR  resumes on Thursday, 
15 January 2015. 

VOCATION SEMINAR FOR     
DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD - this 
seminar will be held from Jan 16-
18, 2015 at the Bundu Tuhan 
Retreat Centre. Let us pray for 
more young men to join the    
vocation of  priesthood. 

Thank you to all parishioners for your 

well wishes and prayers for Fr        

Cosmas’ 38th Sacerdotal Anniversary. 

Thank you also to the Youths of St   

Simon for your hard work in making 

the ‘Prayer Tree’, and the children for 

the handprint message. 

News and Forthcoming Events 

 
 

 
 

 

7 Dec  Black Bag - RM7,722.65 Red Bag  - RM5,424.90 
14 Dec Black Bag - RM7,336.90 Red Bag - RM5,733.50 
21 Dec Black Bag - RM7,729.35 Red Bag - RM6,466.10 
24 Dec  Black Bag - RM11,957.05 Red Bag - RM10,616.70 
25 Dec  Black Bag - RM5,426.80 Red Bag - RM3,989.60 (1 Mass only) 
28 Dec Black Bag - RM6,792.15 Red Bag  - RM5,194.70 
31 Dec (Solemnity of Mary Mother of God) - Black Bag - RM2,501.15 
Thank you for your generosity, and may God bless you! 

CONGRATULATIONS  to Neil 
Edward Van Houten & Pauline 
Ting Zhe Lu  on their marriage 

on 3 January 2015. 

NO WEEKDAY MASS on Mon & Tue, 
Jan 12 & 13 as all priests are attending 
Priests Meeting in Bundu Tuhan. 

Registration is now open for the new 
2015 RCIA intake for those interested 
to become Catholics and also for adult 
Catholics intending to receive sacra-
ment of Confirmation.  Registration is 
for those who are staying within the St. 
Simon Likas boundary area.  For further 
enquiries, you may contact the church 
office or Magdalene Chu (016-
8313675) or Robert Tseu (019-
8822289).  You may also see the facili-
tators on Sunday after 8:30am mass at 
the RCIA room (Rector’s office). 

St Simon Catholic 

Church Likas 

Address:       Jln Punat Tanah, Off Jln Tuaran   
         Mile 3.5 (KM 6),  88400 Kota Kinabalu 
 

Tel:          088-212713       
Fax:          088-288713 

Email:          SSCCL010608@gmail.com 
Webpage:    http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com 
 

Office Hrs:  Mon-Fri:  9.00am - 1.00pm;  
   2.00pm-5.00pm 
         Sat:  9.00am - 1.00pm 
 

Rector:         Rev. Cosmas Lee 

Sunday Services: 
Masses (Eng) - 8.30am; 5.00pm;  

Rosary - 4.15pm 
Confession - 8.15am; 4.45pm 
Weekday Masses (Chapel)  

Mon, Tue, Wed,  Fri -  6.30pm 
Holy Hour (Chapel)-Every Thursday  

7.30pm followed by Mass at 8.30pm 
Weekly Intercessory Prayers - every Tuesday after 

weekday Mass 
Chapel opens  7.00am - 9.00pm 

13 Jan - St Hillary, bishop 
17 Jan - St Anthony, abbot 
20 Jan - St Fabian, martyr 
 - St Sebastian, martyr 
21 Jan - St Agnes, virgin & martyr 
22 Jan - St Vincent, martyr 
24 Jan - St Francis de Sales, bishop 
26 Jan - Ss Timothy & Titus, bishops 
27 Jan - St Angela Merici, virgin 
28 Jan - St Thomas Aquinas, priest 
31 Jan - St John Bosco, priest 
 

Saints & Feast Days BAPTISM OF THE LORD—11 JAN 2015 

R1-Is 55:1-11;R2-1 Jn 5:1-9;Gospel-Mk 1:7-11 
Resp. Ps—With joy you will draw water from the 

wells of salvation. 

2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—18 JAN 2015 

R1-1 Sam 3:3-10,19;R2-1 Cor 6:13-15,17-20; 
Gospel-Jn 1:35-42 

Resp. Ps—Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will. 

3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—25 JAN 2015 

R1-Jonah 3:1-5,10;R2-1 Cor 7:29-31;Gospel-Mk 1:14-20 
Resp. Ps—Lord, make me know your ways. 

‘You are mY 
Son, the    

Beloved; my 
favour 

rests on 
You.’ 



GOD’S GRACE IN BAPTISM 
The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord not only marks the beginning of 
Jesus’ public ministry, but also closes the Season of Christmas and 
starts off Ordinary Time of the Year in the Church’s Liturgical calen-
dar. While some of us are tempted to just “go through the motions” - 
like we do with our daily chores, school, work, among others - let’s 
open our hearts and experience the change of Liturgical seasons as an 
opportunity for us to begin again, and be one with God and each other 
in reliving the Gospel joy.  
 

On the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord last year, Pope Francis said 
that we can see the Heavens opened, “if we allow ourselves to be in-
vaded by the love of God, which is given to us for the first time in 
Baptism, by the Holy Spirit. Let us allow ourselves to be invaded by 
the love of God! This is the great time of mercy!”  
 

Sometimes in life, troubling circumstances or our sense of unworthi-
ness may hinder us from truly opening up to God’s great love and 
mercy. Sometimes we wonder if our service is good enough, or if we are 
doing enough to be loved by God and all those around us. We question 
so many things, from the downright petty issues to the painful cir-
cumstances, sometimes to the point of becoming disillusioned and 
“spiritual burnouts”. In our incapacity to fathom the vastness of God’s 
love for us, we have dug for ourselves a grave of “what ifs” and self-
doubt.  Let’s not forget that God’s ways are not our ways, as the 
Prophet Isaiah has foretold: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. As high as the heavens are 
above the earth, so high are my ways above your ways, and my 
thoughts above your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9) 
 

The only antidote to such spiritual dryness is to realize that God’s 
grace is sufficient, for as St Paul says, “But he said to me, ‘My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ There-
fore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ's power may rest on me.” (2 Corinthians 12:9) This reminds us 
that it is not through our own efforts that we are saved, but by the 
grace of God, and in today’s Gospel context, salvation of souls 
through baptism.  

It is through the grace of God that we are alive. It is also through the 
grace of God that every small miracle takes place; from the birth of a 
child, the repentance of a sinner, the healing of a broken heart or  
physical pain, the sun and the rain, the moon and the stars in the sky 
at night, to the air that we breathe... most of all, the gift of baptism that 
brings new life to us, in Christ, as sons and daughters of God.   
 
We may wonder why Jesus, the “spotless Lamb” and the One without 
sin, is baptized in the Gospel reading today. It is God’s way of     
showing us through Jesus that He is one with us in our human frailty 
as He takes the form of man to extend His boundless love and mercy 
upon humanity. “For God so loved the world, that He gave us His one 
and only Son.” (John 3:16)  
 
Mary’s Fiat, or submission to the will of God to carry His Son in her 
womb, has reversed Eve’s disobedience in the Garden of Eden; and 
Jesus, born of Mary, has carried upon His shoulders the sins of        
Adam’s generation by His obedience to the will of God through His 
Baptism, which is the beginning of His public ministry, that also led to 
His Crucifixion and Resurrection. All these are God’s grace for us, so 
that each of us may come to know His son Jesus, and through Him, 
the whole world may be saved.  
 
Let us start afresh this year by living in the grace of God, the grace 
that perseveres, even through the storms of this life. Saint Elizabeth 
Ann Seton said that grace goes hand in hand with obedience to the 
will of God: “What was the first rule of our dear Savior's life? You 
know it was to do His Father's will. Well, then, the first purpose of our 
daily work is to do the will of God; secondly, to do it in the manner 
He wills; and thirdly, to do it because it is His will. We know certainly 
that our God calls us to a holy life. We know that he gives us every 
grace, every abundant grace; and though we are so weak ourselves, 
this grace is able to carry us through every obstacle and difficulty.” 
Amen! 
 


