
     Please use the Parish Webpage  (http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com) 
   to see latest Bulletin for information for Service Schedule, etc.. 

NO WEEKDAY MASSES on Monday 

to Wednesday, 7-9 Sept 2015 in 

view of Seminarian Joshua Liew’s 

Diaconate Ordination and Priests 

meeting respectively. 

DIACONATE ORDINATION 
of Seminarian Joshua Liew on 
7 Sept 2015 at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral at 7.30pm. Let us 
join in the celebration and 
pray for him. 

 
 
 
 
 

23 Aug   -  Black Bag - RM5,123.25 Red Bag - RM3,857.90 
30 Aug -    Black Bag - RM4,764.45 Red Bag - RM3,941.40 
Thank you for your generosity, and may God bless you! 

MASS DONATION 

UPDATE ON CHURCH REPAIRS 
AND RENOVATION 

 
Works have proceeded smooth-
ly. Rewiring and ceiling works 
have been completed virtually, 
the choir loft about 80% done; 
repairs and re-vanishing of exist-
ing pews and construction of 
new ones still on-going; the floor 
is ready and laying of mosaic 
tiles is almost completed.   Real-
istically, there is a good chance 
that the church could be open 
for use by the end of September.  
We thank the parishioners      
patience and cooperation. Once 
the church repairs and renova-
tion is done, we anticipate some 
minor works to repair and      
improve on the ventilation to 
start. 

News and Forthcoming Events 

MALAYSIA DAY MASS will 
be celebrated in Bahasa Malay-
sia, for both Masses, on 13 Sept 
2015 . After the morning Mass 
there will be a simple flag      
raising ceremony. Let us togeth-
er pray for our country. 

2015 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL AND 

CANTEEN on September 20, 

resumes on 27 Sept.   Parents 

please take note. 

St Simon Catholic 

Church Likas 

Address:       Jln Punai Tanah, Off Jln Tuaran   
         Mile 3.5 (KM 6),  88400 Kota Kinabalu 
 

Tel:          088-212713       
Fax:          088-288713 

Email:          SSCCL010608@gmail.com 
Webpage:    http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com 
 

Office Hrs:  Mon-Fri:  9.00am - 1.00pm;  
   2.00pm-5.00pm 
         Sat:  9.00am - 1.00pm 
 

Rector:         Rev. Cosmas Lee 
 

Sunday Services: 
Masses (Eng) - 8.30am; 5.00pm;  

Rosary - 4.15pm 
Confession - 8.15am; 4.45pm 
Weekday Masses (Chapel)  

Mon, Tue, Wed,  Fri -  6.30pm 
Holy Hour (Chapel)-Every Thursday  

7.30pm followed by Mass at 8.30pm 
Weekly Intercessory Prayers - every Tuesday after 

weekday Mass 
Chapel opens  7.00am - 9.00pm 

 
8 Sept - The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
       Mary, feast 
9 Sept - St Peter Claver, priest 
 - St Ciaran, abbot 
11 Sept- St Deiniol, bishop 
12 Sept- The Most Holy Name of Mary 
 - St Ailbe, bishop 
13 Sept- St John Chrysostom, bishop 
14 Sept- The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
15 Sept- Our Lady of Sorrows 
16 Sept- Ss Cornelius & Cyprian, bishop, 
          martyrs 
 - St Ninian, bishop 
17 Sept- St Robert Bellarmine, bishop 
19 Sept- St Januarius, bishop & martyr 
 - St Theodore of Canterbury, bishop 
20 Sept- St Andrew Kim Tae-gon, priest & 
         Paul Chong Ha-sang &  
        Companions, martyrs 
21 Sept - St Matthew, apostle & evangelist, 
       feast 
23 Sept - St Pius of Pietrelcina, priest 
 - St Eunan (Adomnan), abbot 
24 Sept- Our Lady of Walsingham 
25 Sept- St Finbarr, bishop 
26 Sept- Ss Cosmas and Damian, martyrs 
27 Sept- St Vincent de Paul, priest 
 

Saints & Feast Days 

23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME-6 SEPT 2015 

MALAYSIA DAY MASS (BM)—13 SEPT 2015 

R1-Is 35:4-7;R2-Jm 2:1-5;Gospel-Mk 7:31-37 
Resp. Ps—My soul, give praise to the Lord. 

Bacaan 1-Sirakh 10:1-8;Bacaan 2-1 Petrus 2:13-17; 
Bacaan Injil-Mat 22:15-21 

Antarbacaan - Kamu dipanggil untuk kemerdekaan, 
maka abdilah satu sama lain dalam cinta kasih. 

25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME-20 SEPT 2015 

R1-Wis 2:12,17-20;R2-Jm 3:16-4:3;Gospel-Mk9:30-37 
Resp. Ps—The Lord upholds my life. 

‘Ephphatha,’ that is,  

‘Be opened.’  



‘BE OPENED’: GOD CALLS US TO WELCOME ALL 
 

As the country prepares to celebrate Malaysia Day, many troubling develop-
ments are cropping up. Some of us may feel that the country is going down-
hill. But if we look at the world today, which country doesn’t have its own 
troubles?  In the first reading on the 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, the 
Prophet Isaiah tells all faint hearts to take “courage! Do not be afraid” (Is 
35:4). The Lord never forgets His people, especially the oppressed.  
 

The Gospel on the healing of a deaf man calls all, not just the physically deaf 
and mute, to be opened. At times we become too wrapped up in the “me, 
myself and I” culture that it hinders us to listen to or speak of things that are 
of God.  
 

Likewise, the increasingly secular world today worships beauty, wealth and 
a false understanding of freedom. The rich and famous get red carpet wel-
come wherever they go. Some of them even have bodyguards to keep ador-
ing fans and paparazzi at bay. But if you flip the other side of the coin on the 
culture of the world today, you will see a different kind of reception alto-
gether towards the poor.  
 

Unlike the rich and famous, refugees and migrants are treated with scorn – 
unwanted even. Those with nothing but the clothes on their back and 
dreams that are wearing thin. Some of them are young, others not so young 
anymore. But they all share the same hope: to live a better life. With civil un-
rest and political upheaval back home, like the present Middle East and Afri-
ca crisis, these war refugees and migrants are travelling in droves to Europe. 
As seen in the news, many of them perished along the way. 

 
St James in his Letter today warned against treating people based on classes 
and distinctions: “My brothers, do not try to combine faith in Jesus Christ, our 
glorified Lord, with the making of distinctions between classes of people… it was 
those who are poor according to the world that God chose, to be rich in faith and to 
be the heirs to the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him. (Jas 2:1, 5)”  
 

Closer to home, how is our reception towards migrants seeking a better life 
in Sabah? This is a touchy subject which most of us are not too keen to bring 
up to avoid confrontations. But the Word of God always challenges our con-
science, and we are expected to imitate Christ and heed His Word in wel-
coming the poor.  

 
On the plight of the refugees and migrants, Pope Francis in his heartfelt ad-
dress on the 101st World Day of Migrants said: “In an age of such vast move-
ments of migration, large numbers of people are leaving their homelands, with a 
suitcase full of fears and desires, to undertake a hopeful and dangerous trip in search 
of more humane living conditions.  
 
“Often, however, such migration gives rise to suspicion and hostility, even in eccle-
sial communities, prior to any knowledge of the migrants’ lives or their stories of 
persecution and destitution. In such cases, suspicion and prejudice conflict with the 
biblical commandment of welcoming with respect and solidarity the stranger in 
need. 
 
“On the other hand, we sense in our conscience the call to touch human misery, and 
to put into practice the commandment of love that Jesus left us when he identified 
himself with the stranger, with the one who suffers, with all the innocent victims of 
violence and exploitation. Because of the weakness of our nature, however, ‘we are 
tempted to be that kind of Christian who keeps the Lord’s wounds at arm’s 
length’ (Evangelii Gaudium,  270).” 
 
In the Gospel today, Jesus takes time to personally be with a man who is 
deaf and mute. All his life the poor man was not able to understand others, 
and worse, no one understood him either. He was living in the very margins 
of society, but Jesus out of compassion healed him.  In the same way, Jesus 
wishes to heal us also of our spiritual blindness. He wishes that “the eyes of 
the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed, then the lame shall leap like a 
deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy.” (Is 25:5-6) 
 
We are not the first Christians to experience oppression. The saints who have 
gone before us trusted in God’s Divine Providence – and so should we. It is a 
divine gesture to share our blessings with those who have less than us, espe-
cially the migrants. With the psalmist we pray: “It is the Lord who keeps 
faith for ever, who is just to those who are oppressed. It is He who gives 
bread to the hungry, the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (Psalm 145)” God 
bless Malaysia! 

 
 
 
 


