
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Programmes to be incorporated throughout  
the Jubilee Year of Mercy (JYM) in our parish: 

     Please use the Parish Webpage  (http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com) 

PRODIGAL SON  
Retreat  

Dr Jeffrey and Angie Goh 

will be the speakers together 

with Fr Cosmas Lee.  

DATE: Aug 12 & 13  

(Friday & Saturday)   

FEE: RM100 per person 

(meals included) 

 

Registration is ongoing and 

closes on July 17. First 

come, first served - limit to 

50 participants only!!! 

Pilgrimages to Jubilee Doors 
St Peter Church Kudat—30 July 

St Peter Claver Church, Ranau—27 August 
Holy Rosary Church, Limbahau—17 September 

Sacred Heart Cathedral—1 October 

LAUNCH of "ST SIMON 
LOVE-IN-A-SHOE BOX"  

  
A  JYM project by the Minis-
try of Pastoral Care together 
with our Sunday School stu-
dents to encourage each stu-
dent to reach out to under-
privileged children in rural communities. Each 
student will prepare a gift shoe box with his/her 
own craft and/or small items with a personal 
message while the church will provide essential 
stationery and certain religious articles.  
 
About 200 boxes will be distributed to various 
children hostels in Kota Marudu;  Pukak and 
Borombon in Kiulu as well as Toboh, Tambu-
nan.  Any parishioner who may wish to donate 
towards this project is much welcomed. Other 
donations of essential dry food, sundries, used 
clothing. etc  for the various rural communities 
will also be distributed during the Outreach vis-
its in August and October. For more information, 
please contact the Parish office. 

The Secular Carmelite (OCDS) Community invites pa-
rishioners to a 2-day talk entitled "The Teaching of St Teresa 
of Avila about Personal Prayer" (English)  
Date/time: Wednesday 13th July 2016   8.00 pm  to 10.00 pm 
                  Thursday 14th July 2016      8.30 pm  to 10.00 pm 
Venue:       Sacred Heart Parish Centre, Room F8 
Speaker:    Carmelite Fr. Gregory Hon, OCD 
For more details, please contact: Dorothy (019 8809809)/
Matthew (016 839 5337) 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 
TO Kenny Chan Kah 
Kiat & Melody Fung 

Leir Yuin on their  
wedding on 18 June 

2016. 
 

We will continue to update 
parishioners. So do  check 

out this box!!! 

St Simon Catholic 

Church Likas 

Address:       Jln Punai Tanah, Off Jln Tuaran   
         Mile 3.5 (KM 6),  88400 Kota Kinabalu 

Tel:          088-212713       
Fax:          088-288713 

Email:          SSCCL010608@gmail.com 
Webpage:    http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com 

Office Hrs:  Mon-Fri:  9.00am - 1.00pm;  
   2.00pm-5.00pm 
         Sat:  9.00am - 1.00pm 
 

Rector:         Rev. Cosmas Lee 

Sunday Services: 
Masses (Eng) - 8.30am; 5.00pm;  

Rosary - 4.15pm 
Confession - 8.15am; 4.45pm 
Weekday Masses (Chapel)  

Mon, Tue, Wed,  Fri -  6.30pm 
Holy Hour (Chapel)-Every Thursday  

7.30pm followed by Mass at 8.30pm 
Weekly Intercessory Prayers - every Tuesday after 

weekday Mass 
Chapel opens  7.00am - 9.00pm 

Bulletin edition: 26 June, 2016 

13TH SUN IN ORDINARY TIME-26 JUN 

R1: 1 Kg 19:16,19-21; R2: Gal 5:1,13-18; 
Gospel: Lk 9:51-62 

Resp. Psalm:  O Lord, it is you who are my  
portion. 

14TH SUN IN ORDINARY TIME-3 JUL 

R1: Is 66:10-14; R2: Gal 6:14-18; 

Gospel: Lk 10:1-12,17-20 
Resp. Psalm:  Cry out with joy to God all the 

earth. 

15TH SUN IN ORDINARY TIME-10 JUL 

R1: Deut 30:10-14; R2: Col 1:15-20; 
Gospel: Lk 10:25-37 

Resp. Psalm:  Seek the Lord, you who are poor, 
and your hearts will revive. 

Saints & Feast Days 
Jun 27 - St Cyril of Alexandria, bishop  
Jun 28 - St Irenaeus, bishop & martyr 
Jun 29 - Ss Peter and Paul, apostles,   
Jun 30 - The First Martyrs of the Holy  
  Roman Church 
Jul 1 - St Oliver Plunkett,  martyr 
Jul 3 - St Thomas, apostle, feast 
Jul 4 - St Elizabeth of Portugal 
Jul 5 - St Anthony Zaccaria, priest 
Jul 6 - St Maria Goretti, martyr 
 - St Moninne, virgin 
Jul 7 - St Maelruain, bishop & abbot 
Jul 8 - St Kilian, bishop & martyr 
Jul 9 - St Augustine Zhao Rong,priest, 
  & Companions, martyrs 
 - Our Lady of Aberdeen 
Jul 11 - St Benedict, abbot 

5 June    - Black Bag -  RM6,196.70  
                - Red Bag    -  RM4,855.95  
12 June   - Black Bag -  RM6,434.10  
      - Red Bag    -  RM5,298.85  
19 June   - Black Bag -  RM6,871.75  
      - Red Bag -     RM5,172.59  

Thank you for your generosity, and may 
God bless you! 

MASS DONATIONS 



 

PRODIGAL SON RETREAT 

 
Parishioners are urged to consider seri-

ously and to decide soon about joining 

this retreat. Though registration will also 

be opened in SHC and Stella Maris from 

next week, the number registered at St 

Simon so far is very small.  

 

If we do not see  significant increase in 

the registration in St Simon, we may have 

to consider cancelling the retreat.  

NEWS AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

APOLOGETICS SEMINAR (English) 
Entitled: “ROME OR…?” 

Is Bible corrupted? Crucifixion or  Crux-
fiction? Did Jesus really rise from the dead?  

Do Christians worship three gods?        
Malaysian scenario etc. 

 
DATE: 28-29 June 2016 

TIME: 7.45PM-10.15PM 

VENUE: Sacred Heart Parish Centre 
All are welcome.  

Admission is free. (For non-Muslims only) 

C 
ONTINUING last week’s 

theme of being a follower of 

Christ amidst trials and suffer-

ings, today’s readings show us how 

Elisha and the would-be disciples re-

spond to the call to be ministers of 

Christ.  

 

  While they gave various reasons for 

not immediately giving their “Yes” to 

the prompting of God, their excuses,      

however, are similar in the sense that 

it showed the same hesitance to the 

call to follow Jesus. That was over 

2,000 years ago, and in the present 

age, with more “noises” (distractions) 

around, people have even more ex-

cuses to evade such call.  

 

  It can be disheartening to see how 

sometimes parish activities do not see 

a great number of turnout as in the 

yesteryears. Where did the Church go 

wrong?         Recently, a statement 

from a skeptic towards Christian atti-

tude had been            circulating in the 

social media. Such claim is damaging 

because to the less         informed, it 

would lead to discouragement and dis-

illusionment towards the Church.  

 

  The statement, by Cory Booker, a US 

Senator and former Mayor of Newark, 

read: “Don’t speak to me about your 

religion; first show it to me in how you 

treat other people. Don’t tell me how 

much you love your God; show me in 

how much you love all God’s children. 

Don’t preach to me your passion for 

your faith; teach me through your 

compassion to your neighbors. In the 

end, I’m not as interested in what you 

have to tell or sell as I am in how you 

choose to live and give.”   

 

  Do most people, including skeptical 

Christians, share the same sentiment as 

Mr  Booker? If so, they completely 

misunderstand what grace and mercy 

are about. Even the saints, who had the 

most capacity to love all of God’s chil-

dren, were once with flaws them-

selves. While it is natural to have such 
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high expectations from the followers of 

Christ, it is naïve to think that humans, 

born in a state of original sin, can be per-

fect and have a conversion that happens 

overnight. Even God, our Creator, 

knows we are all works in progress.  

 

  St Paul in his letter today reminds us 

how we should treat each other: “You, 

my   brothers and sisters, were called to 

be free. But do not use your freedom to 

indulge the flesh; rather, serve one an-

other humbly in love” (Galatians 5:13, 

NIV). Did you know that St Paul had 

been notorious for killing Christians 

when he was still “Saul”? Yet today we 

hear him speak to us about love and hu-

mility.  

 

  His conversion did not happen over-

night but God saw through his weak-

nesses and knew the diamond of a disci-

ple that he would become. St Paul was 

aware that in his weakness, God was his 

strength: “But He said to me, ‘My grace 

is sufficient for you, for My power is 

perfected in weakness’. Therefore I will 

boast all the more gladly in my weak-

nesses, so that the power of Christ may 

rest on me. That is why, for the sake of 

Christ, I delight in weaknesses, in in-

sults, in hardships, in  persecutions, in 

difficulties. For when I am weak, then I 

am strong” (2 Corinthians 9-10, BSB). 

 

  In the Gospel today, Jesus had a taste 

of an unpleasant reaction from His disci-

ples James and John, who were among 

His early followers. While passing 

through a    Samaritan village, the visi-

tors encountered unwelcoming and in-

hospitable attitude towards them because 

Jews and Samaritans hated each other at 

the time.  

 

  So the two disciples immediately re-

acted to the harsh treatment and wanted 

to “call down fire from heaven to burn 

them up” to reciprocate but were re-

buked by Jesus, never      contradicting 

in His teachings to love their enemies.  

Today, we see how even the early fol-

lowers of Christ struggled in their voca-

tion to be his ministers and how the 

would-be disciples made excuses in their 

response to the call from God. We are no 

different despite the 2,000-year gap and 

this is another example how the Word of 

God is alive and active even in this day 

and age.  

  

  In times of struggles and unbelief, turn 

to the Crucifix of Christ, the true foun-

der of Christianity, who suffered and 

died for you and I while we were still 

sinners. There are also countless of 

saints to look up to, and not forgetting 

the Blessed Virgin Mary who gave her 

wholehearted “Yes” to the call to be-

come the Mother of God.  

 

Thought for reflection:  

 

“Take, O Lord, and receive my entire 

liberty, my memory, my understanding, 

and my whole will. All that I am and all 

that I possess You have given me. I sur-

render it all to You to be disposed of 

according to Your will. Give me only 

Your love and Your grace – with these I 

will be rich enough and will desire noth-

ing more (St Ignatius of Loyola)."  
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