
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Programmes to be incorporated throughout the  
Jubilee Year of Mercy (JYM) in our parish: 

                              

     Please use the Parish Webpage  (http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com) 

Youth Jubilee of 
Mercy (JOM): To be 

held on 15-17 September. 

Youths are advised to reg-

ister before 13 August. 

Sign up at the booth out-

side the church before & 

after Mass. Ask us what 

they are all about! 

The G.O.D. project:  
20 August. 

Pilgrimages to Jubilee Doors 
***St Peter Church Kudat—30 July 

St Peter Claver Church, Ranau—27 August 
Holy Rosary Church, Limbahau—17 September 

Sacred Heart Cathedral—1 October 
*** Registration closed 

Ministry of Pastoral  
Care Outreach Visits &  

Shoebox Gifts 
  
THE Ministry of Pastoral Care outreach team 

will be visiting Kota Marudu on 20th August 

to distribute the shoebox gifts from our Sunday 

School students to the children in the rural hos-

tels.  

 Two other outreach trips to Kiulu and 

Tambunan are planned in September and Octo-

ber. Parishioners who wish to donate rice, 

dried food and/or other essential sundries to the 

local community there can bring them to the 

church office or the hall. Thank you for your 

generosity!  

We have “Coffee Chat” at 

the canteen after Morning 

Mass, come join us for 

some games and chat!!!  

Check out this box for further updates! 

 

 

To be held at Stella Maris Church Tanjung Aru, 6 

Aug 2016, 8am-5.30 pm. Details and registration 

forms are available at the front of the Church.  

CONFESSION FOR PILGRIMS: All pilgrims to the Holy Door of Mercy in St Pe-

ter's, Kudat, are reminded to go to Confession BEFORE and NOT DURING the pil-

grimage on Saturday (30 July). Pilgrims are free to go to Confession anywhere. Fr Cos-

mas will be available in the chapel after the 6.30 pm Mass on Friday (29 Jul) from 7-

8.30 pm. NOTE: Pilgrims are reminded that time of departure is 7.30am sharp (30 Jul). 

Prodigal Son Retreat: 
Registration has been  
extended up to Aug 7. 

YOUTH COFFEE CHAT FAITH FORMATION FOR MEN 
St Simon Catholic 

Church Likas 

Bulletin edition: 24 July, 2016 

17TH SUN IN ORDINARY TIME-24 JUL 

R1: Gen 18: 20-32; R2: Col 2: 12-14 

Gospel: Lk 11: 1-13 
Resp. Psalm:  On the day I called, you  

answered me, O Lord. 

18TH SUN IN ORDINARY TIME-31 JUL 

R1: Qoh 1:2; 2:21-23; R2: Col 3:1-5; 9-11  
Gospel: Lk 12: 13-21 

Resp. Psalm: O Lord, you have been our refuge 
from one generation to the next.  

19TH SUN IN ORDINARY TIME-7 AUG 

R1: Wis 18: 6-9; R2: Hebr 11:1-2, 8-19  
Gospel: Lk 12:32-38 

Resp. Psalm:  Happy are the people the Lord 
has chosen as his own. 

Thank you for your generosity, and may 
God bless you! 

Saints & Feast Days 

Jul 25 St James the Apostle 

Jul 26 Sts Joachim and Anne, parents of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Jul 29 St Martha  

Jul 30 St Peter Chrysologus, bishop & 
doctor  

Aug 1 St Alphonsus Liguori, bishop & 
doctor 

Aug 2 St Eusebius of Vercelli, bishop 
St Peter Julian Eymard, doctor 

Aug 4 St John Vianney, priest  

Aug 5 Dedication of the Basilica of St 
Mary Major  

Aug 6 Transfiguration of the Lord  
Donations 

10 July Black Bag RM6,793.40  

 Red Bag RM5,530.50  

17 July Black Bag RM6,339.34  

 Red Bag RM5,066.55  

Chapel opens 7am-9pm 



 

A 
 SAINT once said, 
“When you say the Our 
Father, God’s ear is next 

to your lips”. It is a profound in-
sight into the prayer taught by 
Jesus (Luke 11:1), 
which can only be de-
rived from simple faith. 
That saint was Brother 
A n d r e  B e s s e t t e 
(pictured), who was 
canonized by Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI 
in October 2010. 
 
 He was born a frail 
child in Montreal, Canada, in 1845 
to working class parents and or-
phaned very early in life. Due to 
poverty, he had to quit school and 
earn a living through humble, me-
nial jobs – from farm boy to tin-
smith, blacksmith, baker, cobbler 
and coachman – of which he 
showed great dedication to de-
spite the mundane tasks and his 
weak physical condition. When he 
was finally accepted into the Con-
gregation of Holy Cross as a 
Brother at 28 years old, he was 
shown the door – literally – as a 
porter (doorman) and remained 

there for 40 years. People who 
knew him were inspired by his hu-
mility, dedication and lively faith, 

and said they always left 
enriched after meeting him. 
 
If we were honest, some-
times we forget the pro-
found meaning behind the 
Our Father after reciting it 
for years and years. St An-
dre’s simple, uncompli-
cated faith and persistent 
prayer amidst suffering 
helped him to see the won-

der in the prayer handed down to 
us from Jesus Himself, from one 
generation to the next. The prayer 
itself was like the saint’s “daily 
bread”.  

 
 If you ever felt like the weight 
of the world is on your shoulders, 
and there’s no one out there that 
could understand what you’re go-
ing through and when God seems 
silent to your prayers, St Andre 
once said: “People who suffer have 
something to offer to God. When 
they succeed in enduring their suf-
fering, that is a daily miracle. Do 

The Power of  Persistent Prayer 

NEWS AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

  

  

  

  

COME, SPEND TIME WITH THE LORD AT WEEKLY HOLY HOUR: Parishion-

ers are reminded that there is a weekly Holy Hour which begins at 7.30 pm followed by 

Mass at 8.30 pm. Without regular prayer, no one can be Christian. We urge parishioners 

to make full use of the Holy Hour so that at least once a week we spend some time seri-

ously in prayer. There is always a reflection on the forthcoming Sunday Gospel Reading 

at the beginning of the Holy Hour, a good way to prepare for the coming Sunday every 

week.  

 

 

not seek to have these trials lifted 
from you. Instead, ask for the grace 
to bear them well.” 

 
 There are times in life when 
you may feel like giving up – on 
work, school, your dreams, and even 
your faith. God knows what you’re 
going through, He feels your pain 
and most of all, He sees your good-
ness. After all, you were made in His 
image, which is love. In the Our Fa-
ther, Jesus taught us to say, “Give 
us our daily bread”. It reminds us to 
seek our true “bread” in this material 
world – our true necessity and not for 
material wealth. The whole prayer in 
itself is a relationship between God 
and His children, in which we call our 
Creator, “Our Father”.  
 
 In the first reading, we see 
Abraham’s persistent pleading to 
God to show mercy on the city of 
Sodom (Genesis 18:20-32). The 
number of upright decreased from 
“50” to just “10”. And in all instances, 
God showed His mercy to Abra-
ham’s sincere, bold and selfless 
prayer. Similarly, God wants to see 
such attitude of prayer from us in the 
way that Abraham interceded for oth-
ers as well.   
 
 There are no shortcuts to 
prayer. Like a flower, our faith is 
groomed with constant nurturing 
through prayer, a form of communi-
cation with God which builds our re-
lationship with Him and as a result, a 

lively faith. When we pray also, do 
not be afraid to ask our heart’s con-
tent for although God knows what 
we’re thinking even before we speak 
the words, He wants us to communi-
cate them to Him. As Jesus taught 
us, “Ask and it will be given to you; 
seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you” (Luke 
11:9). 
 
 When you do not get your 
heart’s content after praying them 
constantly, do not be discouraged 
because God’s timing is always per-
fect, or maybe the things you asked 
for were not meant for you. If your 
life is miserable with all the troubles 
and suffering that don’t seem to go 
away, take them as blessings in dis-
guise because only through suffering 
and afflictions that we gain life eter-
nal.  
 
 As St Paul said in his letter to 
the Colossians, “You have been bur-
ied with Christ by your baptism; by 
which, too, you have been raised up 
with Him through your belief in the 
power of God who raised Him from 
the dead”. In short, without suffering 
with Christ on the Cross, how do we 
expect to be resurrected with Him at 
the end of our journey as a pilgrim in 
this mortal world? 
 

Thought for reflection: 
 

“I say an Our Father or a Hail Mary 
when I feel so spiritually barren that I 
cannot summon up a single worth-

while thought.” – St Therese  
of Lisieux  
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