
     Please use the Parish Webpage  (http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com) 
   to see latest Bulletin for information for Service Schedule, etc.. 

REPAIRS AND RENOVATION OF 
CHURCH.  
Works are progressing well. The new ceil-
ing and rewiring have been completed 
virtually. Construction of the choir loft, 
repairs and re-vanishing of the existing 
pews, repairs and works on the floor, have 
all started. Hopefully we will be able at 
least to use the church sometime in  Au-
gust though minor works may continue. 

News and Forthcoming Events 

PARISH CONSULTATION IN PREPARATION FOR PAX ASSEMBLY 
2015 
A most important event for the Archdiocese of Kota Kinabalu, the Pax Assembly, 
an Archdiocesan Synod (Assembly) of clerical, religious, and lay leaders, will be 
held from September 23-26 at Bundu Tuhan Retreat Centre. In preparation, the 
Archdiocesan Organizing Committee has provided guidelines and instructed all 
parishes in the Archdiocese to carry out PARISH LEVEL CONSULTATION on 
some important and pertinent issues affecting the life of the Church in the       
Archdiocese.  
 

An Ad Hoc Committee has been set up at St Simon to organize the Consultation. 
There will be consultation sessions open to all parishioners, after the both morn-
ing and evening Masses on Sunday 12 July, at 10 am to about noon, and  6.15 
pm to about 8.15 pm, in the parish hall. 

 

All sessions will begin with a brief Scriptural Reading, followed by short briefing, 
participants then will be divided into small groups of about 8-10 each for discus-
sion led by an appointed leader cum secretary. Maximum time given to the small 
group discussion is 2 hours after which participants may leave.  
 

We urge parishioners to take the opportunity to express their views.  
Fr. Cosmas Lee, Rector 

USE OF MOBILE PHONE IN CHURCH 
Many justifiable complaints have been 
received, that the sense of sacred     
worship has been seriously compro-
mised inside the church by the rampant 
use of mobile phones. Parishioners are 
warned (not just urged) that if the situ-
ation does not improve then the        
reminders will be firm and endless to 
the embarrassment of those who insist 
using it with no restrain. The use of 
scripture and mass texts down- loaded 
in phones is for private and personal 
use and not when we are gathered    
together, for using the phone for what-
ever purpose,  will encourage others to 
think that it is fine to use phones. The 
common good of all takes priority on 
the individual.  

Hear ye! Hear ye! Calling all youths! The 
SYD (Sabah Youth Day) cross will be arriv-
ing at St Simon on the 15th August 2015! 
We will be preparing for and celebrating its 
arrival  for a week. Do come and join us! We 
are opened to registration from Sunday 12 
Jul at both the morning and evening Masses. 
So register early for your SYD t-shirt size for 
RM30. See you there 

St Simon Catholic 

Church Likas 

Address:       Jln Punat Tanah, Off Jln Tuaran   
         Mile 3.5 (KM 6),  88400 Kota Kinabalu 
 

Tel:          088-212713       
Fax:          088-288713 

Email:          SSCCL010608@gmail.com 
Webpage:    http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com 
 

Office Hrs:  Mon-Fri:  9.00am - 1.00pm;  
   2.00pm-5.00pm 
         Sat:  9.00am - 1.00pm 
 

Rector:         Rev. Cosmas Lee 

Sunday Services: 
Masses (Eng) - 8.30am; 5.00pm;  

Rosary - 4.15pm 
Confession - 8.15am; 4.45pm 
Weekday Masses (Chapel)  

Mon, Tue, Wed,  Fri -  6.30pm 
Holy Hour (Chapel)-Every Thursday  

7.30pm followed by Mass at 8.30pm 
Weekly Intercessory Prayers - every Tuesday after 

weekday Mass 
Chapel opens  7.00am - 9.00pm 

12 Jul - St John Jones, priest & martyr 
13 Jul - St Henry 
14 Jul - St Camillus de Lellis, priest 
15 Jul - St Bonaventure, bishop 
16 Jul - Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
20 Jul - St Apollinaris, bishop & martyr 
21 Jul - St Lawrence of Brindisi, priest 
22 Jul - St Mary Magdalene, memorial 
23 Jul - St Bridget, religious 
 - Ss Philip Evans & John Lloyd, 
       priests & martyrs 
24 Jul - St Sharbel Makhluf, priest 
 - St Declan, bishop 
25 Jul - St James, apostle, feast 
26 Jul - Ss Joachim and Anne, parents of 
      the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Saints & Feast Days 

15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME-12 JULY 2015 

R1-Jer 23:1-6;R2-Eph 2:13-18;Gospel-Mk 6:30-34 
Resp. Ps - The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME-19 JULY 2015 

R1-Am 7:12-15;R2-Eph 1:3-14;Gospel-Mk 6:7-13 
Resp. Ps - Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 

and give us your saving help. 

17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME-26 JULY 2015 

R1-2 Kgs 4:42-44;R2-Eph 4:1-6;Gospel-Jn 6:1-15 
Resp. Ps - You open wide your hand, O Lord, 

and grant our desires. 

 
 
 

 
 

28 June  -  Black Bag - RM5,138.85 Red Bag - RM4,038.25 
5 July -    Black Bag - RM5,701.55 Red Bag - RM 4,828.35 
 
Thank you for your generosity, and may God bless you! 

MASS DONATION 



CHOSEN, SUMMONED, SENT 
 

The Word of God emphasises MISSION – being chosen, summoned and sent! Are 
we willing? Are we ready? 
 

It is no wonder then, that the church in her wisdom has appropriately chosen today’s 
readings befitting BIBLE SUNDAY. 
 

Pope Francis, in his address at the Synod on the Family (06.10.2014) had this to say 
about the Bible: “it is not for putting on a shelf, but rather for having it at hand. It is 
for reading it often, every day, either individually or in groups, husband and wife, 
parents and children; maybe at night, especially on Sunday. That way the family can 
move forward with the light and the power of the Word of God’! Armed with the 
Word of God we will then be equipped when chosen, summoned and sent on       
Mission. 
 

The first reading emphasises the life altering effects of being chosen for a mission. 
Amos is given a virtual ‘mission impossible’! He is sent to preach a word of        
challenge to God’s people in Israel. However, Amos is met with hostility and        
rejection from Amaziah, the priest of Bethel. But Amos responds that it wasn’t his 
idea to be a prophet. God chose Amos and told him, “Go prophesy to my people Is-
rael”. There was so much power in God’s choosing him, that Amos left his flocks 
and trees and completely changed his life. 
 

St Paul in the second reading says very clearly that “God…..chose us in Jesus….to 
be holy and without blemish! Wow! Chosen! And sealed with the Holy Spirit, we 
will be clothed in all the joy of praise. He also reminds us of the dignity of our     
calling. 
 

What then if we are chosen, summoned and sent? Not well equipped? Fearful?     
Insecure? Well just as Jesus had ministered, taught and prepared his disciples before 
sending them out on mission, He will certainly give us His Spirit to be brave and 
bold, cheerful and joyful when we embark on mission. 
 

Jesus’ instructions to the disciples are very specific. He repeats the mission – that 
they are sent to preach and to share His authority, to heal and to drive out evil spirits. 
Jesus also instructs them to travel light, without the customary food, money and    
extra set of clothes! 
 

Travel light! It means giving everything even our own lives, indeed giving our own 
selves. Really, the biggest load most of us carry around is our own ego loaded down 
with pride, loaded down perhaps with insecurity and fear, loaded with self-
preoccupation and anxiety. 
 

Whilst it must be admitted that we bring too much “stuff” with us on our travels, it’s 
still hard to imagine bringing only what Jesus asked the Twelve to bring on their 
mission. We are all caught up with “stuff” and the latest Ipads, Ipods and cell 
phones! 
 

Jesus allowed them to have two things: a walking stick and sandals. Both provide 
support on their journey. Also He sends them out in pairs…..so that they can rely on  

each other along the way; it would also allow them to remember their call, where 
they came from and why they were sent. 
 

The Twelve are entrusted with the message and the mission of Jesus himself. Ulti-
mately it is a mission of giving life to people. What they are doing is of critical im-
portance to God and to the world and they need to do it with zeal. 
 

We are invited to reflect on our own participation in the mission of Jesus. We are 
challenged to envision our lives – whatever our particular vocation or situation in 
life – as an integral part of the mission of the church. Each of us is of critical im-
portance to Jesus’ mission of bring life to people, of making present the reign of God 
here on earth. 
 

In a world where the name of Jesus and sometimes even the name of God are often 
not popular or politically correct to speak, we are sent forth to speak in words and 
deeds of the love God has shown us in Christ. We are commissioned to proclaim 
with conviction the truth about the life, mercy and hope that Christ offers us and that 
He wants to offer every person. 
 

May the presence of Christ within us become visible to those around us and may we 
bring the life of Christ to those in need of it. 

TESTIMONIES FROM OUR NEOPHYTES…….. 
 

The minutes have passed by - followed by the hours, the days, the years and the   
decades. Yes, my life has gone on and on and time has moved relentlessly on. Like 
almost everyone else’s, my life has had its ups and downs. "But what of it?", I asked. 
Focusing on my journey as a born Catholic, have I adhered as much as possible to 
my religion, my faith? No, because, among other things, I seemed not to have      
received the Sacrament of Confirmation. "Seemed" because although I was vaguely 
sure that I have   received it aged 12 in a Catholic church, no one including me had 
any record of it. Enquiries to locate for my confirmation record started in 1996 and 
the final attempt was in 2014 with Father Cosmas helping out. "No Sacrament of 
Confirmation recorded" was the final official answer. That piece of information was 
crucial as it brought closure to this issue. I could finally make a decision to prepare 
to receive that sacrament. And I took it by joining the 2014/2015 RCIA programme. 
 

When I joined the RCIA I was conscious that, being a born Catholic, I could easily 
fall into the trap of closing my mind, heart and soul to the programme. I had to     
constantly remind myself to imagine myself as a non-Catholic so that I could open 
up fully to it without any preconceived notions and prejudices. Thirteen months later, 
I would like to say that I have thoroughly enjoyed it. To say it has deepened my un-
derstanding of the Catholic faith and its teachings to a whole new level and               
re-focused my senses to the world around me is an understatement. I am truly, truly 
blessed that I have been prepared to receive this Sacrament in this way.  
 

I thank God that he has "arranged" an unorthodox way for me to receive the seal of 
the Holy Spirit. And He has made it possible through the guidance of Father Cos-
mas, the ever patient and knowledgeable RCIA facilitators, my fellow RCIA mates, 
my sponsor, and the support and prayers of the St Simon parish community. ~ Arthur 


