
PRAYERFUL CONDOLENCES to Judith Gom & family whose mother, the 
late Maria Mary Jimuin passed away on 28 Nov 2013. May her soul rest in 
peace. 
 
ARCHBISHOP CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE will be held at the Sacred 
Heart Parish Centre on Christmas Day (Wednesday) 25 December 2013 
from 3-5 pm. All are welcome. 
 
ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW BISHOP OF MIRI 
The very reverend Richard Ng, the recently appointed candidate will be or-
dained and installed as the new Bishop of the Diocese of Miri on 25th Janu-
ary 2014 in Miri. Please pray for him and his Diocese. 
 
USE OF TOILETS ON CHRISTMAS EVE. To avoid long queues on this 
crowded day, we intend to reserve both the male and female toilets for la-
dies at least during peak periods. The men will be using the new toilets at 
the storage and garage. Please cooperate with wardens. The toilet for the 
disabled at the servant quarter is strictly for the handicapped and the frail. 
 
HAPPY CAROL PRACTICE TO ALL OUR 11 GROUPS. We trust all the 
11 groups are practicing hard. We also hope that the leaders will pray, give 
some catechesis and sharing especially on the theme during each practice.  
 
PLEASE RESPOND TO THE CAROLING CALLING CARD ESPECIAL-
LY WHEN YOU ARE NOT IN DURING THE PROPOSED DATE OF 
VISIT. 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
8 Dec - 2nd Sunday of Advent 
14 Dec - Recollection for all involved in  
   carolling—2.00pm—4.00pm 
15 Dec - 3rd Sunday of Advent 
   Commissioning of Carollers &  
   Community Singing of  Christmas
   carols at 5 pm Evening Mass 
16-20 Dec - Home carolling 
22 Dec - 4th Sunday of Advent 
24 Dec - Singing of Christmas carols beginning at 6.30pm 
   Christmas Vigil Mass at 7.30pm 
25 Dec - Christmas Day Mass at 8.30am, NO evening Mass 

St Simon Catholic 

Church Likas 

 Address:       Jln Punat Tanah, Off Jln Tuaran           
         Mile 3.5 (KM 6),  88400 Kota Kinabalu 

Tel:          088-212713      Fax: 088-288713 

Email:          SSCCL010608@gmail.com 
Webpage:    http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com 

Office Hrs:  Mon-Fri: 9.00am - 1.00pm; 2.00pm-5.00pm 
         Sat: 9.00am - 1.00pm 

Rector:         Rev. Cosmas Lee 
 

Sunday Services: 
Masses (Eng) - 8.30am; 5.00pm;  
Rosary - 4.15pm 
Confession - 8.15am; 4.45pm 
Weekday Masses (Chapel)  
Mon, Tue, Wed,  Fri -  6.30pm 
Holy Hour (Chapel)-Every Thursday  
7.30pm followed by Mass at 8.30pm 
Weekly Intercessory Prayers - every Tuesday after 
weekday Mass 
Chapel opens  7.00am - 9.00pm 

9 Dec - Immaculate Conception of the 
     Blessed Virgin Mary, solemnity 
11 Dec - St Damasus I, pope 
12 Dec - Our Lady of Guadalupe 
13 Dec - St Lucy, martyr 
14 Dec - St John of the Cross, priest 
21 Dec - St Peter Canisius, priest 
23 Dec - St John of Kanty, priest 
26 Dec - St Stephen, first martyr, feast 
27 Dec - St John, Apostle & Evangelist, feast 
28 Dec - Holy Innocents, martyrs, feast 
31 Dec - St Silvester I, pope 

Saints & Feast Days 

R1—Is 11:1-10;R2—Rom 15:4-9; Gospel—Mat 3:1-12 
Resp. Ps— In his days justice shall flourish and 

peace till the moon fails. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

24 Nov 2013  - Black Bag - RM6,917.90  Red Bag - RM5,188.80 

1 Dec 2013  - Black Bag - RM6,885.20  Red Bag - RM5,712.70  
Thank you for your generosity, and may God bless you! 

COLLECTIONS 

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT-YEAR A - 8 Dec 2013 

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT-YEAR A - 15 Dec 2013 

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT-YEAR A - 22 Dec 2013 

R1—Is 35:1-6,10;R2—Jm 5:7-10; Gospel—Mt 11:2-11 
Resp. Ps—Come, Lord, and save us. 

R1—Is 7:10-14;R2—Rom 1:1-7; Gospel—Mt 1:18-24 
Resp. Ps— Let the Lord enter! 

He is the king of glory 



The Christmas Conversion story 
 

This year‘s Christmas theme: Christ is born  -  HOPE -   No Matter What  
reminds believers to have hope no matter how bleak the circumstances are – 
with all the warring in the world, in families and even in our own hearts. All 
the grim events that are happening around us – natural disasters, loss of 
loved ones, political injustice and personal pains, among others. All these 
temporary sufferings are nothing compared to what Christ‘s love holds for 
those who are steadfast in placing their hope in the One who sent Him to be 
with us through the Immaculate Conception.  
 
Having just concluded the Year of Faith, it is never too late to rediscover our 
faith and to answer John the Baptist‘s call to repentance as we ―prepare a 
way for the Lord‖ in our hearts this Advent. God is more interested to see an 
interior conversion rather than an exterior one, for ―He does not judge by 
appearances, He gives no verdict to hearsay.‖ (Isaiah 11:3) 
 
In the Gospel‘s call for repentance, it is apt to share this Christmas conver-
sion story on one of the world‘s most beloved saints – St Therese of Lisieux 
(St Therese of the Child Jesus), around the age of 14. Prior to her conversion, 
she had been known for her temperament and over-sensitivity. Here is her 
story from the ‗Autobiography of a Saint‘: 
 
―…it was December the twenty-fifth, 1886, that I was given the grace to leave 
my childhood‘s days behind; call it, if you will, the grace of complete conver-
sion. We‘d just got back from Midnight Mass, in which our Lord had come 
to me with all his strength and vigour. On such occasions, there was a treat 
in store for me at Les Buissonnets (at home) – I would go off to find my 
Christmas boot in the chimney corner; we‘d loved this so much in our child-
hood that Celine (Therese‘s older sister) went on treating me as if I were a 
baby, as being the youngest. 
 
―…Papa was tired after the Midnight Mass, and the sight of my boots in the 
chimney corner annoyed him. Imagine my distress when I overheard him 
saying, ‗Well, thank goodness it‘s the last year this is going to happen!‘ I was 
going upstairs at the moment, to take off my hat; Celine, who knew how 
touchy I was, saw my eyes shining with tears and was ready to cry herself; in 
her loving sympathy, she knew exactly what I was feeling. ‗Oh, Therese,‘ she 
said, ‗don‘t go down just yet; it‘ll only make you miserable looking inside 
your boots now!‘ 

―But she didn‘t know the Therese she was dealing with; our Lord has 
changed me into a different person. I dried my tears and went down at once; 
my heart was beating fast, but I managed to get hold of my boots and put 
them down in front of Papa, and as I took out my presents you would have 
thought I was happy as a queen. Papa smiled, his good humour restored, 
and Celine thought she must be dreaming. But no, it was a sublime reality; 
little Therese had recovered the strength of mind which she‘d lost at four 
and a half (years old) and recovered it for good. 
 
―With this night of illumination, the third period of my life begins, the best 
of all, the richest in Heavenly graces. In a single instant, our Lord brought 
about the change which I‘d vainly tried to achieve these ten years past; I‘d 
tried, and that was enough for Him.‖ (pg. 91-92) 
 
Therese‘s conversion led her to pray for the conversion of sinners. Today, 
she is still praying for us, for our change of heart, that we too may open our 
heart to the Lord‘s grace and make sacrifices for love of neighbour.  
 
Blessed John Paul II‘s Urbi et Orbi Christmas message in 2001 is still relevant 
in today‘s troubled world: ―Men and women of the third millennium, you 
who hunger for justice and peace, accept the message of Christmas, which 
today rings out around the world! Jesus was born to strengthen the bonds 
uniting individuals and peoples, to make them all, in himself, brothers and 
sisters.‖ 
 
With the Psalmist we pray, ―In His days, justice shall flourish and peace till 
the moon fails.‖ (Psalm 71) 
 

 

 
 
 

 

PENITENTIAL SERVICE with individual confession at St Simon on 
Wednesday, 11 Dec 2013 at 7.30pm. Daily Mass on this day will be at the 
main church beginning at 6.45 pm. 
 
NO HOLY HOUR on Thursdays, daily Mass at 6.30pm, throughout Advent.  
 
PRIESTLY VOCATION SEMINAR. As a regular annual event, this seminar 
will be held from January 17-20, 2014 at the Bundu Tuhan Retreat Centre. All 
young men who feel called to be priests are encouraged to meet the parish 
priest and register to attend.  

News and Forthcoming Events 


