
 
 

25 Dec CHRSITMAS DAY MASS  8.30am, NO Evening Mass 
 

PARISH THREE-IN-ONE CELEBRATION: This customary event will be 
held this year on Sunday 29th December 2013 after the morning Mass at the 
parish hall to celebrate 1) Christmas,  2) Feast of Holy Family & Thanks-
giving to Ministries and Church groups, 3) Fr. Cosmas Lee's 37th Ordina-
tion Anniversary. All parishioners are warmly invited to join our fellow-
ship lunch and celebration.  
Fr. Cosmas will be celebrating his Ordination Anniversary Mass 
on Thursday 26th December at 6.30pm at St Simon Chapel. 
 
FR ALOYSISUS TUNG’S 60th PRIESTLY ANNIVERSARY MASS at St 
Simon Church,  27 December 2013, 9 am. All are welcome.  
 
ARCHBISHOP CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE will be held at the Sacred 
Heart Parish Centre on Christmas Day (Wednesday) 25 December 2013 
from 3-5 pm. All are welcome. 
 
MARY MOTHER OF GOD AND NEW YEAR EVE MASS: Tuesday, 31 
December, 2013, at 7.30 pm.   NBNB, NO MASS on 1 January 2014.  
 
HOLY HOUR will only resume on Thursday 9 January 2014. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL and CANTEEN  re-open on 5 January 2014.  For class-

rooms in 2014 Sunday School, please check the notice board outside the parish office. Par-
ents, please take note. 
 
PRIESTLY VOCATION SEMINAR. As a regular annual event, this      
seminar will be held from January 17-20, 2014 at the Bundu Tuhan Retreat 
Centre. All young men who feel called to be priests are encouraged to meet 
the parish priest and register to attend.  
 

 
 

 
 

8 Dec 2013—   Black Bag - RM7,398.40  Red Bag - RM5,793.70 

15 Dec 2013— Black Bag - RM6,902.95  Red Bag - RM5,363.20  
Thank you for your generosity, and may God bless you! 

COLLECTIONS 

News and Forthcoming Events St Simon Catholic 

Church Likas 

 Address:       Jln Punat Tanah, Off Jln Tuaran           
         Mile 3.5 (KM 6),  88400 Kota Kinabalu 

Tel:          088-212713      Fax: 088-288713 

Email:          SSCCL010608@gmail.com 
Webpage:    http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com 

Office Hrs:  Mon-Fri: 9.00am - 1.00pm; 2.00pm-5.00pm 
         Sat: 9.00am - 1.00pm 

Rector:         Rev. Cosmas Lee 
 

Sunday Services: 
Masses (Eng) - 8.30am; 5.00pm;  
Rosary - 4.15pm 
Confession - 8.15am; 4.45pm 
Weekday Masses (Chapel)  
Mon, Tue, Wed,  Fri -  6.30pm 
Holy Hour (Chapel)-Every Thursday  
7.30pm followed by Mass at 8.30pm 
Weekly Intercessory Prayers - every Tuesday after 
weekday Mass 
Chapel opens  7.00am - 9.00pm 

23 Dec - St John of Kanty, priest 
26 Dec - St Stephen, first martyr, feast 
27 Dec - St John, Apostle & Evangelist, feast 
28 Dec - Holy Innocents, martyrs, feast 
31 Dec - St Silvester I, pope 
2 Jan - SS Basil the Great & 
    Gregory Nazianzen, bishops 
3 Jan - Most Holy Name of Jesus 
7 Jan - St Raymond of Penyafort, priest 
13 Jan - St Hilary, bishop 

Saints & Feast Days 

R1—Is 9:1-7;R2—Tit 2:11-14; Gospel—Lk 2:1-14 
Resp. Ps— Today a savior has been born to us; 

he is Christ the Lord. 

CHRISTMAS EVE– 24 Dec 2013 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS—25 Dec 2013 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY—29 Dec 2013 

R1—Is 52:7-10;R2—Heb 1:1-6; Gospel—Jn1:1-18 
Resp. Ps—All the ends of the earth have seen  

the salvation of our God. 

R1—Eccl 3:2-6,12-14;R2—Col 3:12-21;  
Gospel—Mt 2:13-15;19-23 

Resp. Ps— O blessed are those who fear the Lord 
and walk in his ways! 

MOTHER OF GOD—31 Dec 2013 

R1—Num 6:22-27;R2—Gal 4:4-7;  
Gospel—Lk 2:16-21 

Resp. Ps— O God be gracious and bless us 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD—5 Jan 2014 

R1—Is 60:1-6;R2—Eph 3:2-3,5-6; Gospel—Mt 2:1-12 
Resp. Ps— All nations shall fall prostrate before 

you, O Lord. 

Wishing all parishioners a 
Blessed Christmas and  

Happy New Year 2014 



CAN CHRISTMAS STILL BE SPECIAL? 
By the end of this year, 2013, Christmas looks markedly different, at least to a 
good number of the not-so-young and nostalgic Catholics. The change is part 
of the gripping reality: "times have changed". One conspicuous difference is 
the lack of excitement. Even the increase in road traffic is  caused more by 
holiday makers than Christmas shoppers. Closer home, it also shows: Less 
and less parishioners are seen hanging around the church in the days ap-
proaching Christmas, and fewer are getting involved directly in  Advent and 
Christmas activities. More and more of the actual work is now done by Mr 
―Wang‖ and his hired workers, many of whom are foreigners, led by a few 
faithful but aging church leaders. Increasingly, this is the trend in many ur-
banized parishes. The young and not-so-young locals are less spontaneously 
forthcoming. After all city people are extremely busy people; too many other 
important things need to be done, Christmas or not. 

 
The underlying reason for this change is more serious than the simple task of 
getting the Christmas work done. When people are so filled up with a sense 
of being busy,  less capacity is left to sense the duty to be involved in what 
appear to be less significant tasks like caroling, cleaning and decorating the 
church and compound, crafting the nativity scene in church and at home ...  
If the call to work is made explicitly, it can run the risk of been considered 
silly, unreasonable, and in some cases, may even be perceived as an infringe-
ment against  basic human rights!  after all, it is school holiday and the 
―holiday‖ season, isn’t it?  
 
This super engagement with me and my things is certainly getting global, 
not un-Malaysian, and grievously Sabahan (part of the paralyzing heritage 
of having foreign maids). The attitude is this: We don’t do these things; we 
are no longer even capable of doing them; we can only do the paying, most 
the time … yet.  
 
As an important spiritual event, albeit wrapped in a multitude of colourful 
and popular customs, Christmas clearly has lost critical ground. Even the 
popular wrappings are beginning to wear. Considered the cornerstone of 
Christian civilization – of the family, persons, friends, reconciliation & peace, 
togetherness & intimacy, love -   the Birth of Jesus has been now mindlessly 
and recklessly given up by many Christians so taken up and hijacked by the 
glittering and the passing things of the world. The wheels of fortune has 
turned against Christmas. The queen of feasts has grown old and ugly, kept 
away at home hooked on an  oxygen tank.  

The birth of that poor baby in an animal shed at some unknown village is 
losing its romance and becoming what it obviously was over 2,000 years ago:  
a ordinary, miserable, and utterly unknown event, if not for the few poor 
and wretched shepherds. In the meantime Airasia may still turn on a Christ-
mas tune as its huge fleets of flying machines touch down on global cities 
and towns nowhere in sight of Bethlehem,  the village without an airport, in 
2013.    
 
Christmas is but one among the countless casualties’ in the huge shift of val-
ues in lifestyle. Change can be good; change can be bad. But change is a fact.  
 
The fact can be disconcerting and depressing to the tiny remnants of Chris-
tian believers.  In St Simon we have tried to capture a bit of the 2013 Christ-
mas scenario by choosing the theme: "Christ is Born - HOPE - no matter 
what!"   
 
As the years come to past, even if fewer visiting shepherds and singing an-
gels are appearing at Jesus' birth, the absolute value of God becoming man 
and living among us does not and will never depress.  God has become an 
irrevocably part of human history; He will not recant.  It may take another 
thousand years to see the excited crowds of Christians at Christmas. Every-
thing may come and go, but the Incarnate Word remains forever.   
 
When the Saviour and Prince of Peace is ignored the peril is ours. No won-
der there is increase in structural injustice, conflicts, wars and destruction. 
We need them, otherwise we will never learn.  
 
A falling star, can Christmas still be important and special?  
Not to have a huge following is being "unpopular". Paradoxically it can also 
be branded as "exclusive", belonging to a  "limited divine edition". The ex-
quisite honour and privilege of Christmas has always belonged exclusively 
to the innocent, the simple and the poor. To them, Christ is Born, Heaven has 
married them in a unbreakable bond, the stuff of HOPE for all ages, in good 
and bad times… no matter what!!! 
To the courageous who dare to believe, they will also dare to hope, and be 
made certainly capable of love. For believers, Christmas will always be spe-
cial! 
Christ is Born... HOPE ... No Matter What! 
 
Blessed Christmas!  


