
LENTEN RETREAT conducted by a team of Putri Karmel Sisters will 
be held on 20-23 March (Evenings of Mar 20 & 21, whole day 22 and 
ends after lunch Sunday March 23) -  with the theme  “The Most     
Excellent Healing“. As a Lenten Exercise, the Retreat will look at the 7 
Deadly Sins, the need to repent, and to be healed. All parishioners are 
urged to take part in the retreat as a concrete preparation for Easter 
this year.  Flyers  will be distributed and registration begins this   
Sunday. NB The Retreat Program which begins with Mass takes 

over the usual 7.30 pm Holy Hour on Thursday Mar 20. 
 
REGISTRATION FOR RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation) is open for 
non-Catholics residing in St. Simon Catholic Church Likas Parish area 
who are interested in the Catholic faith. Adult Catholics who have 
not been fully initiated are strongly encouraged to receive the sacra-
ments of 1st Holy Communion and/or Confirmation by following the 
RCIA preparations. For more information, please contact the                       
catechists:  Magdalene Chu (016-8313675) and Robert Tseu (019-
8822289 
 
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF WOMEN CONFERENCE. Flyers with 
registration forms have been distributed. Women especially are 
urged to register for the Conference.  
 
BRO BENEDICT SNOREN’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY IN THE LAY 
BROTHERHOOD. Everyone knows Bro Ben, the Mill Hill lay   
brother, who has worked in Bundu Tuhan for well over 50 years. He 
will be celebrating the 60th anniversary in the brotherhood at Bundu 
Tuhan in the evening of Wednesday 19 March, Feast of St Joseph.  
Prior to this, from Monday-Wednesday, March 17-19 all priests will 
gather in B Tuhan for Priests Meeting. NB There will be no weekday 

Masses in St Simon on March 17, 18, 19. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

9 Feb 2014 -   Black Bag - RM6,420.45 Red Bag - RM5,227.45 
16 Feb 2014 - Black Bag - RM6,488.10 Red Bag - RM5,333.70 
Thank you for your generosity, and may God bless you! 

COLLECTIONS 

St Simon Catholic 

Church Likas 

Address:       Jln Punat Tanah, Off Jln Tuaran   
         Mile 3.5 (KM 6),  88400 Kota Kinabalu 

Tel:          088-212713      Fax: 088-288713 

Email:          SSCCL010608@gmail.com 
Webpage:    http://stsimonlikas.wordpress.com 

Office Hrs:  Mon-Fri: 9.00am - 1.00pm; 2.00pm-5.00pm 
         Sat: 9.00am - 1.00pm 

Rector:         Rev. Cosmas Lee 
 

Sunday Services: 
Masses (Eng) - 8.30am; 5.00pm;  

Rosary - 4.15pm 
Confession - 8.15am; 4.45pm 
Weekday Masses (Chapel)  

Mon, Tue, Wed,  Fri -  6.30pm 
Holy Hour (Chapel)-Every Thursday  

7.30pm followed by Mass at 8.30pm 
Weekly Intercessory Prayers - every Tuesday after 

weekday Mass 
Chapel opens  7.00am - 9.00pm 

23 Feb - St Polycarp, martyr 
1 Mar - St David, bishop 
4 Mar - St Casimir 
5 Mar - St Kieran, bishop 
7 Mar - Ss Perpetua & Felicity, martyrs 
8 Mar - St John of God, religious 
 - St Senan, bishop 
9 Mar - St Frances of Rome, religious 

Saints & Feast Days 
R1—Lev 19:1-2,17-18;R2—1 Cor 3:16-23; 

Gospel—Mt 5:38-48 
Resp. Ps— The Lord is compassion and love 

7TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - 23 FEB 2014 

8TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - 2  MAR 2014 

ASH WEDNESDAY—5 MAR 2014 

R1-Is 49:14-15;R2-1 Cor 4:1-5; Gospel-Mt 6:24-34 
Resp. Ps— In God alone is my soul at rest 

R1—Joel 2:12-18;R2—2 Cor 5:20-6:2; 
Gospel—Mt 6:1-6,16-18 

Resp. Ps— Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have 
sinned. 

TO BE CHRISTIAN IS TO LOVE, NOTHING LESS 
 

The Roman Empire, one of the greatest empires in the history of humanity, 
was won over to Christianity not by the might of the sword but by the sim-
plest and most radical witness of love Christians had for each other and for 
their enemies. Before the first Roman Emperor Constantine issued the Edit of 
Milan in 313, it was illegal to be Christian. When a Christian was uncovered, 
he would risk persecution and death unless he would publicly recant and 
apostatize. The popular ridicule Romans used against a suspected Christian 
was to slap him on the right cheek and see if he would also offer the other to 
his condemnation.   

1ST SUNDAY OF LENT—9 MAR 2014 

R1-Gen 2:7-9,3:1-7;R2-Rom 5:12-19;Gospel-Mt 4:1-11 
Resp. Ps— Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have 

sinned. 



Unbeknown, the empire that conquered the world was defeated by 
little Christians who had no military or political agenda except to turn 
the other cheek when they were slapped. They loved even their ene-
mies, and bore courageous witness to it to the point of martyrdom. 
Having slapped enough right and left cheeks of Christians, the perse-
cutors themselves became the victims of love, converted and joined in 
the growing chorus of singular admiration and praise of Christians: 
“See how they love each other!” 
 

Soon Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire 
and conquered the world. Now the majority, the power to be, Chris-
tians clearly seemed to begin losing their core identity of love. The 
danger of just becoming another religion set in, with its complex doc-
trines of dos and don’ts.   
 

This should not and cannot be. True Christianity is unlike any other 
religion. It isn’t a set of teachings and rules, or some mysterious way 
to life; it is strictly about  a Person – Jesus, the only Begotten Son of 
God. He is the Head of the Body of believers, the Church. To be Chris-
tian is to live and love IN Christ, the love and life of God Himself. It is 
no ordinary human life; it is exceptional, transcendent, it is divine.  
 

In today’s gospel (Mt 5:38-48), beginning with the famous dictum, 
“You have learnt ... but I say to you”, Jesus speaks against the conven-
tional morality of humanity... vengeance in the name of justice, love 
for love, hate for hate ... 
 

He insists that his followers, those who would be known as Christians, 
must not be ordinary but exceptional. “For if you love those who love 
you, what right have you to claim any credit? ... and if you save your 
greetings for your brothers, are you doing anything exceptional? Even 
the pagans do as much, do they not? 
 

Jesus Christ, the perfect icon of the Father, the Holy one of God, pure 
love, says: “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect, the Father 
who causes the sun to rise for good and bad men alike, and his rain to 
honest and dishonest men alike. He did not just say this; he died on 
the cross for sinners.  

Leviticus 19:2 in today’s first reading says: “Be holy, for I, the Lord 
your God, am holy”. “Holy” in this context means “distinctively dif-
ferent” from what is earthly, exceptional. God is different from what is 
expected and demanded by the fallen nature of man. When we hear 
that God is “holy” we would expect Leviticus to speak of the glory 
and splendour of God, but no, Leviticus straightaway links the holi-
ness of God with his love for all. “You must not bear hatred ...You 
must not exact vengeance. You must love your neighbour as yourself. 
I am the Lord.” God is holy because God is true love. 
 
Today sitting in front of Jesus Christ the teacher and master, the resur-
rected one, in union with whom alone we live and share in God’s holi-
ness and love, let us be threatened. We love, we live in Christ. We 
hate, we die without Christ, the Son of the holy and perfect Father of 
love. We love we are Christians. We love some and hate others, we are 
no longer Christians.  
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 
 

 
 

PRIESTLY ORDINATION of Deacon Robby in St Michael, Penam-
pang, on 24 February 2014, and Deacon Mitchelley in Sacred Heart Ca-
thedral on 26 February. Both ordinations begin at 7 pm.  Deacon 
Mitchelly was here at St Simon for two terms of Pastoral  Immersion. 
Let us pray for both deacons and join in the celebration. Please take 
note that there will be NO weekday Masses here on these two dates. 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY Mass on 5 March at 7.30pm. Lent begins! Please 

take note that this is a Day of  Fasting and Abstinence.  

 
PENITENTIAL SERVICE WITH INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION will 
be on Friday, 14 March, at 7.30 pm. Weekday Mass on this day will 
begin at 6.45pm in church. 
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