
Prayer for others in Lent: In Lent, let us spend more time to pray for all who 
suffer, the aged, the sick, the poor, the distressed. Let us pray especially for: 
Patrick Mak, Peter Chia, Mary Jimuin Mojini, Paul Chong, Chester Chong, 
Lucy Voo, Shirley Yong, Rose Lee, James Lim, Mary Chen Kim Tai, Mary 
Chong Kim Len, Dorsey Teresa Gomez & Rose Yap Ting Yin. 
 

 
 

16 Mar 2012 (Stations of the Cross) - RM826.00 

18 Mar 2012 Black Bag - RM6,706.95   Red Bag - RM5,512.15 
23 Mar 2012 (Stations of the Cross) - RM668.40 
25 Mar 2012 Black Bag - RM6,487.90   Red Bag - RM4,959.05 
Thank you for your generosity, and may God bless you! 

COLLECTIONS 

Holy Week Schedule 

Passion (Palm) Sunday - 1 Apr 2012 

 8.30am Mass - procession from the Hall 

5.00pm Mass - Simple procession 

 

Parishioners are reminded to bring their own palms 

Holy Thursday: The Lord’s Supper - 5 Apr 2012 

Mass at 7.30pm 

 

Watching & praying in the Prayer Room after Mass 

Good Friday Service: The Passion & Death of the Lord 

6 Apr 2012– Liturgy at 3.00pm 

 

Day of fasting and abstinence 

Easter Vigil - 7 Apr 2012 

Mass at 7.30pm 

 

Parishioners are reminded to bring their own water 

for blessing 

Easter Sunday - 8 Apr 2012 

 

Only 1 Mass at 5.00pm 

St Simon Catholic 

Church Likas 

Address: Jln Punat Tanah, Off Jln Tuaran      
 KM 6,  88400 Kota Kinabalu 
  Tel: 088-212713  Fax: 088-288713  
  Email: SSCCL010608@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon-Fri: 9.00am - 1.00pm; 2.00pm-5.00pm 
  Sat:   9.00am - 1.00pm 
Rector:  Rev. Cosmas Lee 

Sunday Services: 
Masses (Eng) - 8.30am; 5.00pm; Rosary - 4.15pm 

Confession - 8.15am; 4.45pm 

Weekday Masses (At Prayer Room)  
Mon, Tue, Wed,  Friday -  6.30pm 

Holy Hour (Prayer Room) - Every Thursday 7.30pm 
followed by Mass at 8.30pm 

Prayer Room open  9.00am - 9.00pm 
 

 
 

 

PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY - 1 Apr 2012 

1st Gospel-Mk 11:1-10;R1-Is 50:4-7; R2—Phil 2:6-11;  
2nd Gospel—Mk 14:1-15:47 

Resp. Ps—My God, my God, why have you  
forsaken me? 

Holy Thursday (The Lord’s Supper)  - 5 Apr  2012 

Good Friday - 6 Apr  2012 

R1 - Ex 12:1-8,11-14; R2 - 1 Cor 11:23-26;  
Gospel - Jn 13:1-15 

Resp. Ps - The blessing-cup that we bless is a 
communion with the blood of Christ 

R1 - Is 52:13-53:12; R2 - Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9;  
Gospel - Jn 18:1-19:42 

Resp. Ps - Father, into your hands I commend  
my spirit 

PASSION SUNDAY 
     On High Road with Jesus to Divinity 
  

Here we are on Passion (Palm) Sunday.  We 

are not just acting again an event from the 

past. As Pope Benedict said so beautifully: 

“Our procession today is meant . . . to be an 

image of something deeper, to reflect the fact 

that, together with Jesus, we  are setting out 

on pilgrimage along the high road that leads 

to the living God. This  is the ascent that mat-

ters. This is the journey which Jesus invites 

us to make.” 
 

Easter Vigil - 7 Apr 2012 

R1-Gen 1:1-2:2; Resp.Ps - Send forth your spirit, O 
Lord, and renew the face of the earth 

 

R2- Gen 22:1-18; Resp.Ps - Preserve me, God, I take 
refuge in you 

 

R3-Ex 14:15-15:1; Resp.Ps - I will sing to the Lord, 
glorious his triumph! 

R1-Rom 6:3-11;  
Resp.Ps - Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel - Mk 16:1-7 

Easter Sunday - 8 Apr 2012 

R1—Acts 10:34,37-43; R2—Col 3:1-4;  
Gospel—Jn 20:1-9 

Resp. Ps—This day was made by the Lord; 
we rejoice and are glad 



But how can we keep pace with this ascent? Isn’t it beyond our ability?    

Certainly, it is beyond our own possibilities. From the beginning human    

beings have been obsessed with a desire to “be like God”, to attain the heights 

of God by their own powers. All the inventions of the human spirit are       

ultimately an effort to gain wings so as to rise to the heights of Being and to 

become independent, completely free, as God is free. Mankind has managed 

to accomplish so many things: we can fly! We can see, hear and speak to one 

another from the farthest ends of the earth. And yet the force of gravity which 

draws us down is powerful. With the increase of our abilities there has been 

an increase not only of good. Our possibilities for evil have increased and  

appear like menacing storms above history. 
 

Against all of this, Jesus wants to raise us to the heights of God and this only 

happens when he is lifted up on the Cross, so it is towards the cross that we 

are pointed today. Again this is not just a past event but all of the saints, and 

that is what we aspire to be, know that we do not walk away from the Cross, 

but we stand at the foot of the Cross each day of our lives. 
 

In the First Reading, we hear one of the 4 ancient Suffering Servant Songs, 

Isaiah was prophesying that the Just One would come with “a disciple tongue. 

So that I may know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with speech.”  

Here is the first hint of that uplifting. God is uplifting us. But the Just One 

suffers terribly because this world is wrapped in sin: “I offered my back to 

those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; I did not cov-

er my face against insult and spittle.”  These 4 Songs of the Suffering   Serv-

ant, reappear in the accounts of the Passion of Christ. The word ‘servant’ is 

important. Jesus is the servant of the Divine Father. This of course tells us 

that Christians are ‘servants of the Father’. We don’t like the idea of         

obedience. It has been largely washed out of our culture but obedience to the 

Father and to his Church is the backbone of our salvation, like it or not. 

 

Similarly in the Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 22, we hear words that we will 

hear again during Holy Week, particularly the Lord’s cry: “My God, My 

God, why have you abandoned me?” Again there is the terrible suffering: 

“Indeed, many dogs surround me, a pack of evildoers closes in upon me; 

They have pierced my hands and my feet; I can count all my bones.” But 

there is a glimmer of light too: “You who fear the LORD, praise him; all you 

descendants of Jacob, give glory to him; revere him, all you descendants of 

Israel!” This is the only reason that we were created, to give praise and glory 

to God. And because of the suffering of the Just One we have been freed to 

do that. 

OK so let  us  look  at  Jesus  Christ  a bit  more — that  is  where  the Second  

Reading takes us. Paul tells us that: “though he was in the form of God, he 

did  not  regard   equality   with  God,  something  to  be  grasped.  Rather,  he  

emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,” a slave that is to sin, like all of 

us human beings. And the key word here is that he was “obedient to the point 

of death, even death on a cross.” Here is obedience again, obedience as the 

heart of being a Christian, even if it not culturally acceptable. Then look what 

happens—we had been speaking about Jesus being lifted up and then lifting 

all of us up too – now we hear: “Because of this, God greatly exalted him and 

bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bend.” God lifts him up and with him the whole of 

human nature to which of course he is united. As unacceptable as this sounds 

in  the  anti-religious  culture  in  the  world  today,   Jesus  is  the  key  to  the  

meaning of life, not the president, not our political party, not some celebrity! 
 

The readings have given us a lot of the background to help us understand and 

pray over the story of the Passion as we hear it today. We should meditatively 

read this passion again and again during this Holy Week so that we come to 

Good Friday immersed in the central mystery of our salvation. 

 
 

 
 

RCIA Schedule 2012 
Good Friday 6 April 8am-12pm—retreat for all RCIA and RCIC 
Holy Saturday 7 April 8.30 am—Handing-Back of the Creed, Rite of Ephetha, 
Rehearsal for Easter Vigil 
Easter Vigil 7 April 7.30 pm—Celebration of Baptism, Confirmation, First Ho-
ly Communion, Reception into Full Communion with Catholic Church  
 

Sunday school and Canteen will be closed on Palm Sunday 1 April and on 
Easter Sunday 8 April and will resume on 15 April. 
 

Building of New Chapel & other works 
The first fund-raising activity, a Bazaar & Food Fair will take place on  6th 
May 2012, from 10.00am - 3.00pm. Coupons are being sold before and after 
Mass. We encouraged all parishioners to give their full commitment and 
support in this event. There shall be no sale of coupons on Holy Thursday 
and Good Friday, except from Easter Vigil. 

News and Forthcoming Events 


